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“I’ll shut down and it’s just 
because I have no energy to 
cope.” pages 8 & 9



WRESTLING TEAM’S HISTORY
The wrestling team’s diversity grows, along with 
the key factor of leadership. Read here about 
how the team’s connection grows stronger as 
they support each other’s achievements.

SCHNEPP’S INFLUENCE
Math teacher Marty Schnepp is known as one 
of the most rigorous teachers at Holt. Read 
here about how he got there and what he’s 
overcome since.
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YOUNG REPUBLICANS
The new Holt chapter of Turning Point USA is 
expressing their conservative views. Read here 
about their goals and the influence of Turning 
Point. 
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Students describe their 
passion in 

“POLITICS”

Senior
Jack 
Carlson

“I want to help people... 
There’s like a certain 
feeling you get when 
you make someone 
smile.”

one word

Freshman 
Nomé
Oghor

“INSPIRING”

 “It’s very engaging 
to understand it, so 
that I have the ability 
to comprehend how it 
affects me, and how I 
can work to change it if 
I’m dissatisfied.”

Letter from the editors 
Passion.  It is the spark that lights the flame that inspires someone 

to work for something,  Passion can often be positively correlated with 
dedication.  When someone is passionate about something, they are 
almost always dedicated to it, too.

When someone is so dedicated to something that they pass up on free 
time, they lose out on sleep, time with friends, or even time with family, 
there is a story there.

Throughout this issue, we share many stories about people’s passions, 
whether it is students starting clubs to discuss and vocalize their feelings 
on topics, to wrestlers working hard to get to states.    

The stories range from boy wrestler to girl wrestler, from Diversity Club 
to Turning Point (see page 4), from an aspiring director (Page 12) to a 
determined teacher (Page 10).  With passion comes a story, because 
pursuing passions comes with obstacles. 

Breaking through gender stereotypes requries passion.
Aquiring 159 cases of water to provide to those in need requires passion.
Starting a new club, despite controversy, requires passion.
Being the first student to independently direct a student production 

requires passion.
Putting your all into each day of teaching, despite battling conflict outside 

of school constantly, requires passion.
Facing obstacles creates persistance. From our persistance, we grow 

our character. It it through our trials that we see the true value of following 
our passions; to grow and learn.  Passions provide us an opportunity to do 
something, and continue doing it, regardless of circumstances. 

As journalists, it is our job to share these stories of the impassioned 
and represent the underrepresented.  There is a story in everything, and 
it could be said that our passion is in sharing those stories. 

Find your passion, and we will be there to share the story.

Sincerely your editors,

Devin Anderson - Torrez            and         Alaina Houser
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Diversity club gives back to the community
The Holt Diversity Club collected 159 cases of bottled water to give to Flint residents in need

In 2014, 98,000 people were living 
in Flint. Also in 2014, the city began 
getting their water from the Flint 
River. The city warned residents a year 
later that their water contained lead, 
which is poisonous for consumption. 

In the spring of 2018, former 
governor Rick Snyder claimed that 
the water was now clean. This ended 
the free bottled water program, which 
was included in a $450 million federal 
aid package and provided bottled 
water for Flint residents.  

For  a lmost  1 ,500 days,  the 
residents had contaminated water, 
and although the water was now 
deemed safe, some Flint residents 
began boycotting their water bills out 
of fear of remaining contamination. 

“It upsets me…that is one of the 
basic necessities in life...it shouldn’t 
be deprived it. It is not their fault it 

happened either,” said  junior India 
Brooks.

After learning more about the 
recurring struggle, the Holt Diversity 
Club started a drive to gather and 
send water to Flint. 

With this decision, the Diversity 
Club joined thousands of people 
around the U.S. that have donated 
bottled water to Flint. Celebrities 
such as rapper Meek Mill, football 
player Ezekiel Ansah, and many 
others have also donated up to 
100,000 bottles.

Sophomore Angel Rosas was 
thankful when he found out that he 
and the Diversity Club were donating 
bottled water. 

“It was empowering because we all 
knew that we were doing something 
to help a community that was in 
need,” said Rosas. 

Junior Quinton Tessin also agreed 
with Rosas and was excited when he 
and his peers decided to give to the 
people of Flint.

“I was ecstatic because they are 
having issues with water distribution. 
Some of the richer neighborhoods 
are getting more water than the poor, 
run-down neighborhoods are,” said 
Tessin. 

Tessin also had family members 
who lived in Flint for around 10 years. 
When he heard they were going 
through these issues, he wanted to 
help. 

“I have an aunt who lived there. 
She moved out because there was so 
many issues and she got laid off from 
her job,” said Tessin. 

Although bottled water is helping 
now, Tessin hopes to see new 
governor Gretchen Whitmer develop 
a steady water supply. 

“We can keep pumping water 
bottles, but we will eventually need a 
full water supply,” said Tessin.  

I n  M a r c h  o f  2 0 1 7 ,  t h e 
Environmental Protection Agency 
gave Flint $100 million to fix its pipes. 

A federal judge then approved the 
replacement of the water lines in 
Flint. With this plan, there is a hope 
for at least 18,000 houses  with clean 
water by 2020. 

Brooks believes that, although 

the EPA announced this plan, the 
problem is still not over.

Said Brooks, “We live in Michigan, 
and Flint does not get a lot of 
attention anymore... this problem is 
still ongoing.” 

Senior Gabbie Armstrong and her grandfather donated a total of 720 
watter bottles to the Flint water drive. 

Photo by: Jamiyah Kimbrough

New group brings conservative students together 
Turning Point USA starts a new chapter with intentions to educate conservative thinkers 

AbigAil ArsenAult
BUSINESS MANAGER

CArlos gArCiA
STAFF WRITER

As students made their way into 
the classroom on Jan. 25, it was 
the start of the Turning Point USA 
chapter at Holt High School. 

President, junior Leah Alam,  
and vice president, junior Daikobe 
Williamson, sat in the front of the 
room as they guided people to wear 
pins and hats. Several students 
asked what were some preconcieved 
notions of the group. 

“This club was already deemed as 
racist before it started,” Williamson 
said.

Students hovered to sift through 
all of the colorful pins in a cardboard 
box. There were students who wore 
bright red “Make America Great 
Again” hats. Small talk lingered and 
there was an expression of excitement 
to get the first meeting started. 
Sophomores Kyle Pisoni and Canon 
McNeil introduced themselves as the 
treasurer and secretary.  

At 2:45, Alam and Williamson 

walked out of the room to meet 
the Michigan State University field 
representative for Turning Point USA, 
Maryn Setsuda, a political activist 
who agreed to lead the chapter at 
Holt. 

“Is she even coming?” one of the 
students questioned. A few moments 
later, the room fell silent 
as Setsuda entered. She 
introduced herself to the 
group.

“I just want to teach 
other people how to think 

for themselves not what 
to think,” said Setsuda. 

Turning Point USA is a 
non-profit organization 
f o u n d e d  i n  2 0 1 2  by 
Charlie Kirk. Its mission, 
according to their offcial 
website, is to educate 
and inform students 
and promote the idea 
of limited government, 
f r e e d o m ,  a n d  f r e e 
markets. 

This organization has, 
however, been associated 
with controversy. 

R e c e n t l y ,  f o r 
instance, Director of 

Communications 
f o r  T P U S A 

Candace Owens came under fire for 
her comments that seemed to defend 
Hitler’s nationalism in a speech. 

And even though the group states 
they are not directly affiliated with  
any politician, the TPUSA website 
holds muliple photos of Kirk and 
President Trump together. 

The chapter at Holt initially started 
with Alam and Williamson. Alam had 
the idea with Williamson to start the 
club, previously. 

 “It started a really long time 
ago actually. Me and Daikobe...
we’ve been thinking about it forever 
because we felt like conservatives 
were not getting any representation 
in our school,” said Alam. 

TPUSA has chapters all around 
the country within high schools and 
college campuses, so Alam reached 
out.

“I emailed them and I said, ‘hey, 
we want to start a chapter’...so Maryn 
was saying ’oh, we can do a big 
meeting with you and your friends 
and we can talk about where this can 
go,’” said Alam. 

Some students, such as sophomore 
Gavin Bozek, talked to Alam and 
Williamson to discuss the group’s 
intentions with the student body. 

 “We just need to get the word 
out there that there are different 
viewpoints...there’s always going to 
be a differing side to things,” said 

Bozek. 
When it came to other 

students,  who do not 
support the group, he  
engaged in their debate 
at their first meeting. 

“I support it. I like listening to 
different ideas because it helps me 
get a grasp on what other people 
feel...even though I may not agree 
with them, I still respect them. I 
respect their ideas. I respect their 
right to protest their freedom of 
speech,  and they have the right to 
come and speak their mind,” said 
Bozek. 

Regardless of political views, some 
members of Turning Point are in 
agreement that the club is beneficial 
on educating students politically. 

Pisoni said, “a lot of these kids are 
going to be voting pretty soon. I think 
they will be able to make educated 
votes, so that they will make the right 
choices...and so they can actually 
know who they are voting for.”

Students from all grades posing with signs after a club recent 
meeting. Turning Point USA provides all signs through an activism kit. 

Photo credit: Maryn Setsuda  

We felt like conservatives were 
not getting any representation in 
our school.

“
”
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New security provides safety for students
Added security protocol helps to keep dangers out and students in

The bell rings, marking the start of 
a new hour, and the security guards 
take their seats at the front desk and 
address the people walking in and out 
of the front doors.

As a part of the new security 
policies here at the high school, there 
has been a buzzer installed and a new 
front desk added by the main doors 
of main campus. 

With several incidents that have 
happened recently, Principal Michael 
Willard thought it would be best to 
add these measures to ensure safety 
in the building. 

“Not only do we deal with people 
from the outside, but we deal with 
kids coming in, kids who might be 
skipping, kids coming to find other 
kids. So, ultimately, since we’re 
responsible to keep you guys safe we 
thought it was a much better idea to 
lock it down a little bit,” said Willard. 

A lot of previous problems have 
been addressed with the added 
buzzer system and front desk, even 
if it isn’t obvious to some students. 

The system has helped keep track 
of who is coming into the school, 
with at least 130 to 140 buzzes a day, 
and has helped to control the traffic 
coming in. 

Although this is one way to help 
keep the school safer, there are still 
more improvements that could be 
made, according to  security guard 
Deb Watson.

“We need to start monitoring more 
of our side doors. We have students 
letting other students in and even 

people they don’t know, so who’s 
to say that person doesn’t have a 
weapon on them,” said Watson.

As a way of ensuring safety, 
there will be signs added to many 
of the side doors stating 
the consequences of 
s t u d e n t s  l e t t i n g 
outsiders in, even 
if they know who 
those students 
are. 

M a n y  p a s t 
e x p e r i e n c e s 
have shaped the 
new security 

policies, which are being used for the 
safety of all staff and students. 

Security does their best to keep the 
school locked down and will even go 
outside  the building occasionally, 
but not every security system can be 
perfect or keep out every intruder.

“Even some best planned security  

systems have their own faults. One 
of the biggest school shootings, 
Sandy Hook, had the most state of 
the art security systems, multiple 

checkpoints, all 
t h e s e 

things, and there was still an issue. 
That’s the scary part. If  somebody 
truly wants to do it, they’ll find a way,” 
said Willard.

Ke eping students  in  a  safe 
environment is a primary goal for 
security as they try to avoid the worst 
from happening. 

Since the desk has been in 
place there have been fewer 
interruptions during the 
school day, but there still are 
some problems regarding how 
students feel.

Some traveling students 
don’t even pay attention to the 
new desk, and don’t see much 

of a difference.
“It’s a bit obnoxious at times, but 

similar to how it was, sometimes you 
forget to press the button, then have 
to go back and press it again,” said 
sophomore Sullivan Goren.

The front desk was not much of a 
change to many students, but was 
for the security. It has decreased the 
number of distractions, but has also 
increased inconveniences. 

It is difficult to keep up with the 
traveling students, especially when 

they are late. 
Security has to press the button to 

unlock the doors every time, which 

can be hard to remember. 
Although it has caused problems, 

senior Jesse Stickles-Brooks believes 
it is allowing better access for 
security guards, which is a positive 
improvement.

“At least now they have better view 
of the front, and can monitor who’s 
coming in,” said Stickles-Brooks.

Increased security near the front 
doors lessens the chance of an 
interruption during the school day 
and helps with the safety of students 
and staff. It creates a feeling of safety, 
but there is always more that could 
be monitored.

Security continues to work to 
improve the way they protect the 
school and is always looking for new 
ways to make it a safer environment. 

Said Willard, “There’s always ways 
we can be more vigilant, and this is 
definitely a step in the right direction.”

Ines TomIc
STAFF WRITER

Photo by Ines Tomic

Security Guard Timothy Wells sits 
at the new front desk by the front 
doors at main campus. His job is 
to unlock the doors when visitors 
buzz in and monitor who enters 
and exits the building. 

There’s always ways we can be 
more vigilant, and this is definitely 
a step in the right direction.

“
”
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Does school start too early?

Should school start later? This 
question is one that many Holt 
students, teachers, and parents ask 
themselves. For students in seventh 
through twelfth grade, school starts 
promptly at 7:30 in the morning, an 
hour before the younger students 
in the district. The early start time 
is met by mixed emotions from our 
newspaper staff. 

On the one hand, beginning 
the day at 7:30 causes students to 
miss out on valuable sleep time. 
Teenagers, especially, need more 
sleep than adults as their bodies 
and minds are developing. A good 
amount of sleep for a teenager is 
eight to nine hours every night, and 
for most teens, this much sleep is 
simply unattainable. 

Sleep is essential and not having 
enough can have negative effects 
on any individual. In a school 
environment, not having enough 
rest can make it hard to focus, 
especially when you are dozing off 
in your seat. 

 It is easy to say that students 
should go to bed early if they want 
to feel refreshed and alert for school 
every morning. In practice, however, 
sticking to an early bedtime is 
difficult due to the fact that most 
students balance busy school and 

after school schedules. 
Many students play sports, are 

involved in school clubs and even 
work jobs during their free time. 
On top of this, they are expected to 
complete their homework and study 
for up to six classes daily. This can be 
a lot to juggle for the active student-
athlete or working individual. 

At its worst, the lack of sleep 
among teens can cause them to fall 
asleep during class or even miss 
class altogether, with both options 
resulting in students missing out on 
valuable instruction. 

This alone can be enough for 
someone to question why school 
starts so early in the morning and 
push for an alternative start time. 

Studies about high school students 
and sleep has led some professionals 
themselves to encourage a later start 
time. According to the American 
Academy of Pediatrics, it would 
be beneficial for middle and high 
schools to start at 8:30 a.m. or later 
so students can attain the amount of 
sleep their bodies need.

While this is  understood by 
students and parents, lifestyles have 
been built around a 7:30start time 
and so an equal number of students 
don’t mind the fact that school often 
begins before the sun has risen.

 If school was pushed back by even 
just one hour, dismissal would not 
be until 3:30. Not all students are 
willing to give up the time they have 
after school in exchange for more 
sleep. Students with busy schedules 
value the time they are given during 
the afternoon to do the things they 
enjoy doing.

Also, if provided an extra hour 
to sleep in each morning, some 
students might abuse their time and 
use it as an excuse to stay up later 
than they would if school continued 
to start at 7:30. When given the 
opportunity to make choices for 
themselves, students may not make 
the choice that will benefit them 
most. 

The decision to start school later 
is not only split amongst students, 
but administrators as well. There 
are ample reasons to support each 
side of the argument and this is 
reflected in the lack of motion 
toward making a decision. Because 
neither option has total benefits or 
unanimous support, it makes sense 
that reaching a solution will take 
much time and deliberation. 

In the meantime, it seems the start 
time for junior high and high school 
will remain the same. 

8-10 hours of sleep are reccommended for 
high school students

       sleep 
deprivation

15% of students surveyed said they have 
fallen asleep during class

60% of students surveyed, complained that 
they are tired during the school day

teenagers have a natural tendency to go 
to sleep later at night

can effect youth’s health as 
well as have academic and 
social consequences

Photo Illistration By: Korine Brady
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CORRECTIONS

SPEAK UP

TWITTER

If you could change one thing about sched-
ulng, what would you change?

“I think that it would make it more efficient to have 
larger class sizes so that when scheduling is made 
it is easier for more students to get into the classes 
they want rather than just being put into random 
classes.”
Senior Payton Young

“I don’t think there’s that much of a problem with 
scheduling besides I feel like they rush us a lot, so 
maybe if they gave us more time.” 
Junior Hannah Berry

“I would like to experience the class before I take it.”
Junior Audrey Gower

Sophomore Tess Piper

“Probably being told what we need to have. I feel like 
our counselors lack in that and especially if you want 
to go into a specialized field later on in life it’s definitely 
important to get those classes and extracurriculars that 
are gonna help you get to that point in your life.”

“Where your last hour is so it could be closer to your 
locker in case you have a first round bus or if you have 
to hurry up and get somewhere.”
Freshman Brianna Burger 
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Scheduling needs stability
More student voice will improve gaps in scheduling 

It  is not uncommon for students 
to have to deal with problems 
involving scheduling. This could 
involve having a class that they 
have already taken, getting put 
into a class that they did not 
request, having a teacher that they 
specifically asked not to have due 
to past problems or situations, and 
many other things that are dealt 
with frequently. 

Since it is my junior year, I have 
been dealing with our scheduling 
for three years now. For the most 
part, scheduling has not been much 
of an issue for me besides some 
minor inconveniences that had a 
quick and easy fix. But this year, I 
had some larger issues regarding 
my schedule which took many 
email exchanges and a meeting 
with my counselor to address 
it to get the schedule that I felt 
benefitted my learning the most. 
It should not take this much effort 
for me or other students to get put 
into the classes that we specifically 
asked for and are interested in. 

I feel there should be better 
opportunities for students coming 
into the high school to know what 
all their options are, whether they 

are eighth graders or incoming 
transfer  students. I know that when 
I was an eighth grader, I did not 
know the majority of classes that 
were available at the high school. 
I only knew the classes that were 
required for my freshman year and 
maybe a few other electives that 
were graduation requirements. 
Younger students should have 
better opportunities to experience 
the classes available so they can 
better form their educational high 
school experience.

Also, every teacher has a different 
teaching style and philosophy and 
every student has a certain way in 
which they learn best. If a student 
and teacher are incompatible, it is 
not productive for either. Students 
should have more of a voice in 
their teacher preference, and if 
they specifically ask to not have a 
certain teacher, that request should 
be taken seriously.

I understand that there is a huge 
number of students at Holt, but 
I do not understand why it is so 
difficult for students to get put 
into the classes they are actually 
passionate about. Time and time 
again, students specifically request 
the classes they want and then 
get placed in a random class they 
have never even heard of, and then 
teachers and staff wonder why they 
are unresponsive and uninterested 

in learning that subject.
 I also feel there are a few classes 

that the majority of students do 
not  wish to take which could 
be swapped for more beneficial 
classes.  This way, there could be 
more classes that are beneficial 
and help prepare students for their 
college experience and adult lives. 

Overall, scheduling could be 
improved by utilizing more student 
voice. We get the scheduling sheets 
and we get to make requests but I 
feel like some of the suggestions are 
taken into consideration, but not 
all of them. So you get a couple of 
the classes you asked for, but then 
you still get a few random classes, 
which does not make sense because 
administration knows all the classes 
you asked for. 

Finally, I think that there could 
be more opportunities for students 
to test out of required classes. If 
they could test out of classes that 
were required for graduation, there 
would be more chances for students 
to take other classes. For example 
classes that could help for their 
future jobs or just interests that are 
not required for Holt but things 
students could find helpful. 

M a k i n g  c h a n g e s  t o  h o w 
scheduling operates wil l  give 
students a higher quality and more 
enjoyable high school educational 
experience. 

@holtramparts

Ramparts is committed to printing news that is both 
informative and accurate.  If we get it wrong, we want to put 
it right.  If you are aware of any errors of fact in our reporting 
please contact us in room E221 or send an e-mail to 
rampartsnewspaper@gmail.com

Katelyn Whiteman
STAFF WRITER

Graphic by:  Katelyn Whiteman
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You sleep through your alarm. Falling asleep 
in class becomes tempting. The caffeine won’t 
cut it anymore. The first thing you want to do 
when you get home is get back in your bed. But 
you have things you need to do. Homework, 
chores, practice, work… the list continues to 
grow in your head.

Long after the sun has set, you finally can 
close your eyes. Just as you close your eyes, 
your mind begins to race. The fight you had with 
your parents, the homework left unfinished, the 
notifications on your phone keep you awake 
later than you should be.

And tomorrow, the cycle starts again. 

There is no questioning how important sleep 
is for the human body, but most teens do not get 
enough sleep — according to sleepfoundation.
org, one study found that only fifteen percent 
reported sleeping eight and half hours on 
school nights.

Lack of  sleep 
comes with risks 
to one’s emotional, 
p h y s i c a l ,  a n d 
m e n t a l  h e a l t h, 
such as increased 
illness, decreased academic performance, 
increased weight gain and obesity and 
increased automobile accidents according to 
uhs.uga.edu.

According to Dr. Jennifer Elliott of Sparrow 
Medical Group Holt, the student’s ability to 
deal with stress and social situations, along 
with the ability to learn, is affected when the 
recommended amount of sleep needed is not 

ALAINA HOUSER 
CO-EDITOR IN CHEIF 

JAMI SAILER 
ASSISTANT COPY EDITOR 

reached. 
“You need sleep to make a good base for your 

day. I recommend a minimum of 6 hours, but 
7 or 8 would be good. Your ability to deal with 
things is affected when you don’t get sleep,” said 

Elliott.
Students 

agree. 
“ I ’ l l  g o 

t o  w o r k 
on a paper 
and I can’t 

focus because I’m either falling asleep or I’m 
daydreaming. I’ll have a short temper with 
everyone I come across and it puts off this 
really bad vibe about myself which isn’t true. 
It’s just I have no rest, no sleep,” said junior 
Ashton Wright.

Students also feel the effects of lack of sleep 
outside of school, including activities such as 
sports, extra-curricular, and social events.  

Students struggle to meet their sleep needs, causing 
mental, emotional and physical risks to their health

Wright said, “I lose motivation for things 
outside of school too, like soccer. I should be 
working out but instead, I’m at home sleeping. 
I’ll go to therapy and I just sit there silently when 
I should be taking advantage of that time… 
I’ll shut down and it’s just because I have no 
energy to cope or try to work out any problems 
that engulf me.”

 While many students struggle with the effects 
of lack of sleep, getting the recommended 8-10 
hours of sleep is another challenge for many.

“I sit in my bed and I cannot sleep for hours. 
I will even put away my phone, but eventually, 
I will use my phone to watch a show. If I watch 
a show, I will fall asleep in 30 mins,” said senior 
Dante Dunn.

Although many use their phones or tv to 
help them sleep, according to sleepfoundation.
org, “the blue light that’s emitted from these 
screens can delay the release of sleep-inducing 
melatonin, increase alertness, and reset the 

Slumber slump

I’ll have a short temper with everyone 
I come across and it puts off this really 
bad vibe about myself which isn’t true.
It’s just I have no rest, no sleep.

“
”
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body’s internal clock (or circadian rhythm) to 
a later schedule.”

For some students, it isn’t their phone keeping 
them awake, but their own energy. According 
to kidshealth.org, “during adolescence, the 
body’s circadian rhythm is reset, telling a teen 
to fall asleep later at night and wake up later in 
the morning.”

“For me, I have always been bad at sleeping 
just too much energy, I guess I just cannot close 
my eyes,” said junior Justice Shaul. 

Some students struggle with health issues 
that affect their sleep 
s u c h 

as anxiety, depression, and insomnia. 
“I have anxiety, and that triggers my panic 

attacks. The dark is one of my triggers which 
affects my sleeping schedule… I zone out every 
now and then in class after those nights,” said 
sophomore Vivian Strong.

 Many students stay awake because they 
have homework, extra-curricular, or other 
obligations that they prioritize before sleep.

“I try to go bed before 10:30 
but sometimes 

On average, how many hours of sleep do you get on a school night?

Percentage of responses 
out of 76 polled 

How do you feel when you 
get 2-4 hours of sleep? 

“I get exhausted 
easily, and 
sometimes I’ll have 
a burst of energy, 
in the morning and 
then I’ll crash in the 
afternoon. If I’m 
playing (golf) I’ll be 
tired and sore.” 
-junior Gentry 
Chapman.

How do you feel when you 
get 4-6 hours of sleep? 

“I play sports and 
have a gym class, 
and I feel like I don’t 
want to do anything 
when I don’t get 
enough sleep. When 
I get enough sleep I 
feel like I can focus 
more and get more 
work done.” 
-freshman Erin 
Bentley 

How do you feel when you 
get 0-2 hours of hours of 
sleep?

“When I got no 
sleep, I was grumpy 
and I was irritated 
at everyone 
and everything.” 
-sophomore Kylie 
Kershner 

How do you feel when you 
get 6-8 hours of sleep?

“When I get enough 
sleep, I’m more 
energetic and I 
perform better in 
school. Practices 
are a lot better, and 
I perform better in 
meets. I feel like it 
makes me a better 
athlete the more rest 
I get.” 
-sophomore Walker 
Mooney

it doesn’t happen because of homework or 
extracurricular stuff,” said freshman Dallas 
Matthews.

While many students are familiar with the 
short term effects of lack of sleep, they may not 
realize there can be long term effects as well. 

 Elliott said, “some long term effects (of lack 
of sleep) are heart disease, 

diabetes, and just a poor lifestyle in general.” 
Overall, sleep can largely affect your health 

and your future. 
“Lack of sleep is not just a kid thing, but if we 

fix that at a young age, then your adulthood is 
better,” said Elliott.
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Teacher remains passionate through hardship
Math teacher devotes his time to teaching regardless of his complex life outside of school

As you walk into the classroom, 
the sound of off-guard students fills 
the space. The teacher calmly stands 
at the front board, attempting to 
keep the attention of anyone who 
is listening. While a majority of 
the students goof off and continue 
talking, one student in particular 
sits toward the front of the room. 
His notebook is filled with advanced 
mathematics and his pencil scribbles 
away as the teacher talks. 

The year is 1984 and this student is 
Marty Schnepp. 

Currently, Schnepp is a math 
teacher at the North Campus and is 
known to be one of the most rigorous 
and passionate teachers in Holt. 

In high school, Schnepp was on 
the wrestling team and was interested 
in studying architecture in college. 
During his time at Holt, however, 
there were few people to help him 
with his future plans. 

“Architecture was a thing I was 
really interested in, but I had no 
models in my life that would ever 
help me understand what it would 
take to be one,” said Schnepp. “No 
one in my immediate family had 
gone to college, so I just didn’t know 
how you choose a profession and 
pursue it.”

S chnepp decided to  attend 

Michigan State University, even 
though he had been recruited by a 
few other places to wrestle. 

While he was there, he began to see 
a need for help in educating his peers, 
especially in math. 

“I was helping tons of people in my 
dorm with math that I had learned in 
high school because I was so solid,” 
said Schnepp. “I started realizing 
that there was a point where I could 
actually do some good in the world if 
I tried to teach well.”

Because of  this  realization, 
Schnepp decided that teaching was 
something he wanted to pursue as 
a career. He saw a lack in education, 
especially math, and wanted to help.

“That became such an issue that 
I kinda forgot about other options,” 
said Schnepp. “There’s this promise 
of education, but if the instruction 
isn’t very good the promise is 
unfulfilled...I hope to give as much 
as my really great high school math 
teacher gave and do something 
about all of the negative teaching 
problems.”

After graduating from Michigan 
State, Schnepp moved to San Diego, 
California for three years to teach. 
However, he moved back to Michigan 
and found an array of opportunities 
at Holt.  

“The educational research was so 
intriguing here at the high school… 
you are expected to continue your 

education and take part in research 
projects and that suited my goals 
really well,” said Schnepp. “I got 
linked with people at Michigan 
State who were working with people 
in Boston…and I worked on 4 or 5 
National Science Foundation funded 
projects with people around the 
country.”

In recent years, the government 
has begun to cut more from school 
budgets, which has altered what it 
means to be a teacher for Schnepp. 

The government has also inserted 
itself more with curriculum and has 
changed what is required cirriculum 
in schools.

“You have these things people are 
telling you you have to get kids to do, 
as opposed to these things you can 
teach kids to think about and that 
are empowering to them. That part 
is gone,” said Schnepp. “It mirrors 
government. Elected officials can 
tell people who are experts in their 
field what they’re supposed to do, 
as opposed to saying, ‘wow. You’re 
an expert in your field and we trust 
you to do things.’ That’s not a shift 
attributed to Holt, but it’s a shift in 
our state and nationally.”

Regardless, Schnepp is passionate 
about his career and continues to 
teach through the frustrating times. 
Outside of his love and focus on 
teaching, Schnepp is married and 
has two children. 

Unfortunately, both of his children 
have struggled with health problems 

throughout their lives, which has 
taken a lot of time for the family.

“Both of my kids had cystic fibrosis. 
Thankfully it’s very mild, and my 
son had a disease called biliary 
atresia,” said Schnepp. “We lived on 
the highway between East Lansing 
and Ann Arbor, going to U of M all 
of the time. That was a solid 15 years 
of constant chaos and that took a lot 
of our time.”

Luckily, his son’s health problems 
have improved recently, which has 
allowed Schnepp to keep moving 
forward in other aspects of his life. 

“[The health problems] took a ton 
of our time until about three years 
ago, when he was all of a sudden fine, 
and doing amazing,” said Schnepp.

Schnepp is also interested in 
cycling for exercise. It is a hobby 
of his, which has now turned into 
another job on top of teaching. With 
his busy schedule, he doesn’t have 
much time for hobbies. 

“Cycling also is about the only 
thing I have left. Unfortunately, for 
about the last 5 years, all of that time 
got used up working in a bike shop...
out of necessity for extra income,” 
said Schnepp. “My wife had to resign 
in a teaching position, she wasn’t able 

Lauren Grasso
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to work for a long time, just working 
with my sons health issues.”

Even with a busy life, Schnepp still 
finds himself spending his free time 
on teaching and trying to improve 
education for his students, even with 
a struggling school system. 

“Teaching is a passion and an 
obsession in some ways, so even 
when I don’t have other things going, 
I will spend evenings and sleepless 

n i g h t s 
a n d  s t u f f 
t i n k e r i n g 
around with 
worksheets 
and trying 
to come up 

with new activities,” said Schnepp. 
“I do a lot of mathematics outside, 
and I’ve been to the Park City 
Math Institute three times, and 
so [I’ve been] able to extend my 
own mathematical understanding 
further.”

Schnepp believes that his work 
allows him to serve the community 
a n d  h i s  m i s s i o n  o f  p u b l i c 
education.  

“I want to put some positive energy 
out there in the world and do some 
good for people,” said Schnepp. “This 
career, if I do it well, I end up having 
a positive impact on a lot of people. 
We need to give everybody a shot at 
having the ability to rise to the highest 
level, so [I believe in] having a really 
good education and making that 
accessible to everybody.”

Photo by Lauren Grasso

Marty Schnepp helps his AP Calculus BC students with their work. He also teaches AP Calculus and Advanced Algebra Topics.

How does Mr. Schnepp show his 
passion for teaching?

 “He’s really passionate about math and that really comes 
through in the way he teaches. He makes learning math 
interesting and he always makes sure to attach what we’re 
learning to real world situations.”

Senior Noah Waugh

“He is super available… and he’s excited when you come 
in. He’s willing to teach you as long as it takes for you to 
learn. As long as you wanna learn then he’ll help you.”

Senior Cecelia Haering

“ I like that he spends time making you understand and 
helping you understand things that you have trouble with...
he doesn’t leave anybody behind.”

Senior Andrew Ferdig

I hope to give as much as my 
really great high school math 
teacher gave.
“

”
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Within the walls  of  Eastern 
Michigan University, profession-
driven students were given the 
opportunity to showcase their 
business and marketing talents 
through the Distributive Education 
Club(s) of America (DECA) this past 
January. 

While dressed to impress, high 
schoolers locally and internationally 
had a chance to seek educational 
advances through DECA, which 
currently has 215,000 members. 

Founded in 1946, DECA is a non-
profit organization with an overall 
goal to encourage and create student 
and educator growth  to prepare them 
for the business industry. 

P a r t i c i p a n t s  c o m p e t e  i n 
multiple challenges relating to 
marketing, finance, hospitality, and 
more. These challenges include 
team decision making, financial 
operations research, a series of retail 
merchandising, and more.

“ I t  w a s  a  b i t  c h a l l e n g i n g ; 
Preparation was a lot 
harder, because you don't 
know what you're going 
into until you get there...I 
was in a group of two, 
and we had had to act 
as owners of a business 
for an opera house and make calls, 
prices, and bundle tickets,” said 
senior Isaiah Jackson.

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  D E C A  h o l d s 
conferences which bring corporate 
officials and students together 
to discuss leadership and career 

development. 
“We take a 100-question test about 

what topics we are [competing] in, 
such as hospitality, entrepreneurship, 
or business. It’s really important for 
people who have an interest going 
in to business,” said senior Destiny 
Williams, who is in her second year 
of participation. “[DECA] gives you 
knowledge for what you’ll need in 
college and the workforce.”

DECA has been offered at Holt for 
thirteen years. Business teachers Dan 
Knechtel and Jeff Shane co-advise 
the program for students. Knechtel 
sees the importance of the program 
as a resource for business-inclined 
students. 

“If there’s one thing that DECA 
does, it tells you where you stand,” 
said Knechtel. 

Stu d e nt s  have  a  c ha n c e  t o 
practice real world situations in 
marketing through Knechtel’s Retail 
Management class. 

Providing hands-on experience 
and knowledge in the business world, 
Knechtel requires each of his Retail 
Management students to participate 
in DECA.

 “I think it’s a valuable lesson for 

them and, curricularly speaking, I 
think they get a lot out of DECA...
they learn it’s very competitive out 
there, and what their abilities are,” 
said Knechtel. “I always, on my final 
exam, ask what they got out of DECA. 
Kids were surprised how much they 

liked it and how much they learned 
about themselves.”

Some students agree with Knechtel 
that the classroom requirement is 
beneficial to personal growth and 
succeeding overall in DECA.

 “…[Knechtel] wants 
to make sure everyone 
has the full business 
experience...going to 
DECA, you have to dress 
and talk professionally, 
you're there all  day 
in front of judges. He 

wants those who want to go into 
the business field to be prepared,” 
said senior Diamond Davis. “I was 
definitely nervous about the whole 
experience, but after this year, it was 
no big deal.”

In addition to regionals, DECA 
runs state and national events and 
offers awards to those who move 
forward.

“We usually have half the kids that 
go to regionals go to states. Going to 
nationals is very difficult. Only about 
5 percent go,” said Knechtel. 

Some Holt alumni have advanced 
onto nationals, including 2018 
graduate Macayla Jones, who won 
DECA’s state champion title in 2018. 
Fifteen students became DECA state 
qualifiers this year and will compete 
later this spring in Detroit. 

As a first time participant, Williams 
was nervous for DECA, but enjoyed 
it in the end. 

“Have an open mind. When I first 
went in, I was super doubtful and 

DECA has provided me a look into the 
work force and given me connections to 
different people in other schools. I love 
it, I’m glad I did it.

“
”

Photo by Dan Knechtel

DECA state qualifiers pose for a photo with their medals on Jan. 10 at Eastern Michigan University.

Students take initiative through DECA
Juliann Dormer

STAFF WRITER

Business representatives prepare future leaders for the business world

scared, but by the end, I became a 
state finalist,” said Williams.

Some students who participate 
have gotten a head start in thinking 
about their career options.

“I’m looking into marketing,” said 
Garlitz. “I went into it blind and 
didn’t really know what I was doing. 
It was something new to try out this 
year.” 

Williams agrees with Garlitz and 
believes DECA has improved her 
knowledge and networking skills. 

Said Williams, “DECA has provided 
me a look into the workforce and 
given me connections to different 
people in other schools. I love it. I’m 
glad I did it”.
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VARSITY
   125 Dylan Phelps (ranked) *
   130 Jason Jones 
   135 Ralph Thompson
   140 Christian Lenon (ranked) *

VARSITY
   103 Zach Platte (ranked) *
   112     Jose Santiago (ranked) *
 Dane Hafke 
   119 Alex Russell

VARSITY
   145 Ryan Granger (ranked) *
 Adam Russell 
   152 Nate Bremmer 
 Garrett Kelenski

VARSITY
   160 Colby DeBerry (ranked) *
    Thaddeus Flores
   171 Ian Smith
   189 Isaiah Scruggs

VARSITY
   215 Peyton Bruce 
   285 Josh Terrill

 Connection on wrestling team grows as
Team’s bond strengthens as they carry pride of past achievements with them

            It’s a Wednesday night.  
The only light in the gym is 
shining down on a wrestling 

mat.  Two wrestlers face head 
to head for three periods of 
two minutes.  The points 
add up for the team as each 
individual wrestler wins. 

 Each wrestler competes 
on their own, but in the 
end, it is all for the team 
to win the dual. Junior 
Christian Lenon said 
this year is already going 
much better than last 
year. 

    “We’re making bonds 
now together that are 

helping us go out there 
on the mat and wrestle 

for each other, and not just 
wrestle for ourselves,” said 
Lenon. 

     The team fluctuates each 
year as wrestlers graduate. Change 

brings different dynamics. Junior 
Dylan Phelps feels as though a lot 
of the team’s success this year has 
to do with the group’s bond. 

    “A lot of the kids are more 
participating and people aren’t 
alone...this year, we’re more of a 
team,” said Phelps.

   The team connects with 
each other when they attend 
tournaments. They travel to out of 

state tournaments in Indiana and 
Ohio. Freshman Jason Jones 

feels that these experiences are the 
most memorable because the team 
comes together.  

   “I love having people around me 
that make me feel like I’m needed 
and wanted to be on the team,” said 
Jones. “I love having a family.”

   Many members make up the 
wrestling family.  The wrestlers have 
to compete 
a g a i n s t 
t h e i r 
teammates 
for a varsity 
spot in their 
weight class. 
Because of this, certain wrestlers 
rise into a leadership role and push 
the team to their potential.

   “The upperclassmen have moved 
up and can take more control of the 
team,” said senior Colby DeBerry. 
“There is more motivation from 
each other...we’re not like ‘oh we’re 
losers.’”

     That strive to be the best has 
continued through time. Wrestling in 
Holt has been 
around since 
t h e  1 9 6 0 ’ s . 
According to 
L e n o n ,  Ho l t 
wrestling has 
b e c o m e  a 
tradition. 

   “There is 
a culture built 
a r o u n d  i t . . .
Holt is known 
for wrestling...
it’s something 
that’s always 

SAMANTHA BIRD
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been around,” said Lenon. “We 
have generations of kids coming to 
the team and wrestling.”

Lenon and DeBerry said wrestling 
has always been a part of their 
lives, as well as many of the other 
wrestlers.

   The history of Holt wrestling 
can be seen through the program’s 

achievements. 
C u r r e n t l y 
holding four 
s t a t e  t i t l e s , 
w r e s t l i n g  i s 
one of Holt’s 
h i g h e s t 

performing teams.  
Yet Lenon feels like the team is 
represented very poorly.       

   “You rarely hear anything 
about wrestling, which is kind of 
disappointing,” said Lenon. 

DeBerry agrees, and change is 
only now occuring.

   “I feel like people are now just 
starting to notice us.  We really don’t 
get that much from the school,” said 

DeBerry. “We are just now 
being supported.”

   In regards to this past 
season, on Feb. 7, the team 
earned their 32nd consecutive 
district title. The team ended 
the season with a record of 
19-2.  Additionally, the team 
is sending five wrestlers to 
individual states. Phelps feels 
like there has been more 
coverage on the team’s success 
this year.  

   “Everybody gets to see us 
instead of just the wrestling 
community,” said Phelps.

   Overall ,  Coach Stan 
Granger respects his team 
and their ability to remain 
competitive regardless of their 
lack of support from the school. 

   “All of these guys are 
all humble, speak little, but 
compete fiercely,” said Granger.  
“They are focused on winning 
the war by embracing every 
battle they encounter.”

All of these guys are all 
humble, speak little, but 
compete fiercely.
“

”

Left: Senior Colby DeBerry
Photo by: Samantha Bird

Junior Dylan Phelps returns his Brighton opponent to the mat at the team regional 
finals. Phelps is one of the five wrestlers headed to the individual state 

champoionships. 

Photo by Samantha Bird
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JUNIOR VARSITY
 Mustafa Al-Ogaili

Grant Bachman
Jayce Beatty

Kenneth Bentley

JUNIOR VARSITY 
Quentin Gomez
Hayden Herron

Diego Hunt
Ty Lenon

JUNIOR VARSITY 
Connor Roy

Colin Sessions
Skylar Sherwood

Dae Simmons

JUNIOR VARSITY 
Treston Sparks
Makaih Tanner

Halim Tran
Cody Thompson

JUMIOR VARSITY 
Tj Wilson

*State championship qulifier
Ranked: top 10 in the state for Division 1

they welcome more diverse teammates 
Halim Tran shares how she defied the old gender barrier set up on the wrestling mat

Photo by: Isabel Abdouch

W h e n  wa l k i ng  i nt o  t h e 
wrestling room, most people 
would expect to see a room 
full of boys. However, this 
season, freshman Halim Tran 
sat among the boys. About a 
year ago, wrestling  caught her 
attention after hearing her fellow 
classmates talk about the sport. 
She had wanted to join wrestling 
for a while, but didn’t know if she 
would be able to.

“I just liked wrestling. Once I 
started watching wrestling and 
heard more kids talking about it, 
it intrigued me and once I tried 
it, I really liked it.” said Tran.             

When she first joined the 
team, she was nervous that, by 
being a girl, she wouldn’t fit in 
as well. 

Tran struggled with wrestling 
being a male dominant sport, 
and her family was not too fond 
of her joining the team. They 
were scared she would be hurt.

 “It was pretty hard for my parents 
to let me in, but if I was a boy, it 
would’ve been easier. I had to make 
a lot of compromises to get into this 
sport just because I’m a girl,” said 
Tran. 

Once she joined the team  however, 
she immediately gained the support 
of not only her family, but the families 
of her friends.  

“My friend’s 
families always 
ch e e r  m e  o n 
and it  makes 
me happy,” said 
Tran.

Tran’s teammates 
treat her as one 
of their own. The team’s constant 
support for one another helped Tran 
shake off her initial nerves.

“It’s nice having a girl on the team, 
showing that wrestling isn’t only a 
boy’s sport. She’s shy, maybe she 
feels out of place, but she fits in,” said 
senior Jose Santiago.  

Tran feels this support when she’s 
in the wrestling room.

“They treat me as me,” said Tran. 
Though many people support her 

decision to become a wrestler, others 
may be opposed to her being on the 
team. But she doesn’t let her gender 
or what others say hold her back. 

“It’s new. It’s different cause we’ve 
had girls on the team the past couple 
of years, but they’ve never stayed on, 
so Halim is the first girl that’s actually 
made it all the way through the 
season with us. It’s cool,” said junior 

C h r i s t i a n  
Lenon. 

L e n o n 
h a s  b e e n 
w i t h  t h e 
t e a m  a l l 
throughout 
h i s  h i g h 

school career, and he supports Tran’s 
actions to become a better wrestler. 

“She’s someone there that comes 
to every practice giving it her 100 
percent, so I know she’ll probably 
stick around and get better as the year 
goes on,” said Lenon.

Despite being a girl, Tran finds 
it difficult to wrestle other girls 
sometimes. She finds wrestling boys 
and girls is different, yet equally as 
challenging. In the end, she feels 

ISABEL ABDOUCH
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more comfortable wrestling boys, just 
like she does in practice. 

“It’s uncomfortable for me too. I’m 
not used to wrestling the girls. It’s a 
little bit different, even if I am one,” 
said Tran.

Being a female wrestler does 
have some disadvantages, 
hair being one of them. 

“ M y  h a i r  g e t s 
everywhere. It’s always 
getting stuck. You don’t 
have to have longer hair 
as a girl, but I want to,” 
Tran said. 

In terms of being 
a female wrestler is 
almost no different 
than being a male 
w r e s t l e r,  a n d  t h e 
gender barrier for the 
sport has dissolved 
in Tran’s eyes. Even 
though there is only 
one girl on the team, 
T ra n  i s  ma k i n g  a n 
impact.  Eventually, she 
hopes to show more people 
that girls can wrestle on a 
boys team. 

“I’m trying. I’m practicing 
as much as I can, getting better, 
talking to the other boys about 
what I’m doing wrong,” said Tran.

 She appreciates the help 
her teammates give her, and the 
connection they carry. One of their 
suggestions is to continue to be 
herself. 

Said Lenon, “...keep up the work.
We’re seeing improvement out there 
when she’s wrestling, [so she should] 
just keep her happy attitude because 
she’s always happy.” 

It’s nice having a girl on 
the team, showing that 
wrestling isn’t only a boys   

sport. ”
“

Freshman Halim Tran watches her teammates wrestle each other as they wait for practice to start. She is 
currently the only female on Holt’s wrestling team.

Right: Freshman Halim Tran

Photo by: Isabel Abdouch
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With lacrosse season coming up, 
and the vacancy sign that sat for 
almost a year in the head coaching 
positon just being filled, former head 
coach Stan Granger has been left only 
to reflect on his time with the team.

Another losing season came to a 
close last May, but Granger saw the 
losses differently, as an opportunity 
to grow. After the season ended, 
Granger was asked by a few of his 
returning players to meet and talk 
about what’s next.  Granger exited the 
room feeling confident and excited 
for the future of his lacrosse team, 
ready to bring them to the next level, 
start summer training and practice 
new tactics for the upcoming year.

A few days later, Granger’s mood 
had completely shifted. He received 
a call asking him to attend a board 
meeting. 

At this board meeting, players 
and parents opened up on how they 
felt about the “lacrosse situation.” 
Granger had no idea there was a 
situation.

It was not in Granger’s plan to 
coach varsity lacrosse, he said, but 
when the team’s head coach position 
was left vacant, and he had a choice 
to make. A few of his children were 
coming through the program, so he 
decided to help out, a decision he 
initially thought to only be temporary.

“There was a reason I got 
involved to begin with… 
Coach [Vanantwerp] left, 
there were issues before I 
got there. I picked up. It was 
temporary,” said Granger.

Years went by, and the 
idea of  his position being 
temporary began to fade 
away for Granger. He felt that he 
had the ability to build the program 
from the ground up and aid in each 
aspect.  From gathering more players 
to creating a firm foundation from a 
financial standpoint, Granger was 
confident that the lacrosse program 
was prepared to aim long-term. 

Granger finally felt like the team 
was ready to hit on all cylinders, after 
meeting with some of the players at 
the end of last season.

“We hammered out quite a bit of 
stuff. I was pretty excited… I walked 
out going, ‘sweet we are going to meet 
in a week or two and come up with 
a training regime get everyone on 

the same page.’  I was excited cause 
finally we were able to move forward. 
It just seemed like every summer we 
had some glitches that we couldn’t 
get over… We were building it, it 
was going, I got coaches in this year, 
people were helping out, starting 
getting in a good groove. And then 
there was the board meeting,” said 
Granger.

In Granger’s time, the lacrosse  
program transitioned from a club to 
a varsity sport as he rebuilt a program 
that was without direction and a head 
coach just a few years prior.  

Last season the program was able 
to have both a JV team, as well as a 
varsity A and B team.  

“We had a varsity B team that 
went out and legitimately competed 
against B level schools. They were 
losing games or winning games by 
one or two points. I mean, that is 
competitive. For you to take a group 
of kids on a B team and put them 
against varsity caliber kids. Some 
teams don’t even have a B team or JV 

team. We had three teams out there 
last year that were out competitively 
competing,” said Granger.

Although Granger felt ready to take 
this system to the next level, his vision 
and methods weren’t seen by some 
players and parents in his program.  

The main conflicts that parents 
and players raised from comments 
and postings in social forums, were 

that they did not 
agree with his 
coaching style, 
and didn’t think 
his knowledge, 
based on record 
a n d  p r a c t i c e 
methods, made 

him fit to be a head coach.
 Th i s  ap p ea rs  to  b e  w h e re 

things began to stir, but he did not 
understand the concept behind 
starting all over.

“I guess for me, as a parent, I don’t 
understand the concept of getting rid 
of a coach to make it better for my kid, 
unless the coach is abusive, unless 
he is doing a very poor coaching in 
tactics with the kids,” said Granger.

This lack of a shared vision between 
coach and community inevitably led 
to a rift, and this rift led to the board 
meeting.  A meeting Granger had no 
idea he was the focal point of.

“At the time, I had no clue the news 

was there for me. I didn’t know until 
the next morning and it showed up 
on the news,” said Granger.

At the meeting, Granger said 
players and parents spoke out about 
how they felt about the team and 
coaching. Granger was ready to 
reflect and move on, but that didn’t 
stop him from being caught off guard. 
The meeting caught Granger by 
surprise and caused many conflicts 
in his personal life, raising several 
questions in his head.

“It puts a lot of questions in your 
head, it really does… Me as an 
individual, I’ve been very proud. 
We’ve gone up and down, and there’s 
always debates on what’s best and 
what’s right, so as a person you start 
questioning, well what are we here 
for then? I did everything I was asked 
to do and then some...I just question 
what people were trying to get out 
of this whole deal, I really do,” said 
Granger.

The process of building a program 
takes at least four years of everyone 
buying in. In Grangers eye’s, he didn’t 
feel he got that, with this season being 
his first opportunity to coach seniors 
that started with him as freshman.

“I said this at the board meeting, 
and I’ll say it again. When I took over 
coaching, I was like it’s not an ego 
thing for me, it’s a pride thing. I want 

to see kids develop… Anybody who 
has done sports or anything, you talk 
to a coach that takes over a program 
and ask ‘what’s it take?’ Four years 
at a minimum for it to really truly 
become the program that you want… 
The fourth is your first full year of 
kids, but you still have people in there 
questioning the whole process… and 
they kick and scream because they 
want it to be the way it used to be. 
After the fourth year, your community 
either supports you as a coach, or 
finds somebody new and start all 
over,” said Granger.

The buildup that started with a 
board meeting eventually led to 
Granger’s lacrosse contract ending. 
The decision created a void at head 
coach that didn’t fill for a better half 
of a year, and, in Granger’s opinion, 
has set the program back to square 
one. 

From Granger’s eye’s, looking at 
it through all of his different roles, 
he did everything he was asked to in 
taking the head coaching position 
five years ago and is angry and upset 
that his time ended the way it did.

Said Granger, “as a parent [in the 
program] I get mad. Things were 
working. Yeah, they weren’t perfect, 
it was never perfect. But as an alumni, 
I’m really disappointed.”

Former lacrosse coach shares story
Stan Granger talks coaching lacrosse, and how it suddenly came to an end

Devin AnDerson-Torrez
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Granger is pictured on the right talking to freshman Ralph Thompson, one of his wrestlers,  at wrestling regionals on Feb 13.  Although 
Granger no longer coaches lacrosse, he still remains an assistant coach on Holt’s varsity wrestling team.

Photo by: Sam Bird

I did everything I was asked to 
do and then some... I just question 
what people were trying to get out 
of this whole deal, I really do...

“
”



My teammates are my biggest 
supporters,” said Massey. “I’m more 
comfortable and outgoing around my 
teammates...and I love dancing with 
my best friends,” said Massey.

Due to this nurturing environment, 
Massey was able to learn what it 
means to work hard. The people 
around her taught her valuable 
lessons. Even dance, itself, taught 
her a lesson.

“Dance, itself, has taught me 
patience and it has shown me what 
I’m capable of,” said Massey.

As for the future, Massey isn’t going 
to focus on dance. Regardless, she 
still wants to keep this part of her life 
unforgotten.

“I don’t think that I am confident 
enough to dance in college, but I 
definitely would like to continue to 
teach dance and to keep dance in my 
life for as long as I can,” said Massey.

Overall, she has found something 
in her life that is a hobby, interest, 
skill, and passion, all in one. Her 
life revolves around dance, 
and that makes her 
happy. 

“I will always 
l o v e  d a n c e , 
but some days 
are better than 
others. Some days 
I hit all my turns and 
keep up with choreography and 
I feel unstoppable. And other days 
every move is hard and I feel like I’m 
getting worse. But those days are the 
ones that teach me the most. Those 
are the ones that make me work even 
harder,” said Massey. “Dance is the 
only place in the world where I feel 
like myself and I can be who I want 
to be. It’s what I do when I need to 
forget everything and just have fun.”

also maintaining some sort of social 
life.

“Dancing s o  many hours  a 
week makes homework hard. The 
downside is that I am there late at 
night so often that there’s not enough 
time for homework, but I’ve learned 
to work around that. I miss out on a 
lot of school events through dance 
too,” Massey said.

Dance also puts a toll on her 

physical health. All of those hours of 
activity can strain the body. Massey, 
however, learned to push through 
this, due to her love of the sport.

“Dance is hard on my body. 
No matter how hard I stretch I go 
home each day sore and tired. I lose 
feeling in my feet a lot and blisters 
and bruises never end, but every 
athlete deals with that, so it’s not any 
different,” said Massey. 

“Dance is different because 
even when you’re sore, achy, and 
exhausted you still want to be there, 
and you still dance to your fullest no 
matter what,” said Massey.

Although the workload may be 
tough, Massey enjoys it all. Her 
schedule isn’t monotonous and 
consists of something different each 
day.

“I learn something new every day 
and I never get bored with it,” said 
Massey.

She is passionate about dancing. 
She has fallen in love with it, and 
has continued to embrace it with 
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Student finds herself through her passion
Senior Harper Massey shares how dance has affected her life and growth

Roman SaRkiSov
STAFF WRITER

 I love to dance because it 
lets me express myself and 
have fun. When I dance I feel 
free and I feel like myself.

“
”

As she accomplishes another 
long day of dancing and teaching, 
her body is aching, regardless of the 
stretching she did before. She has to 
endure this intensity consistently. 
Most people would dread it. She 
loves it.

Senior Harper Massey is a dancer 
for both the Holt Varsity Dance team 
andKaryn’s Dance Place’s “Senior 
Company”. She also teaches pre-
ballet, tap, and jazz at Karyn’s and 
started dancing when her mother 
placed her in a ballet class when 
she was six years old. She has been 
dancing ever since. 

Massey has danced at a multitude 
of big events including the Indy 500, 
Orange Bowl, and Sugar Bowl.

“I have also danced with two 
professional dance companies on 
shows at the Wharton Center,” said 
Massey. 

“Along with this I also love dancing 
for charity. [Karyn’s Dance Place] has 
danced at Sparrow hospital, the MS 
walk, and lots of retirement homes in 
the community,” said Massey.

Massey does something dance 
related every day of the week.

“I dance a total of 24 hours each 
week, and I wouldn’t have it any other 
way,” said Massey. 

“I chose my schedule, and I 
take class everyday of the week on 
purpose. A lot of people think that 
I am too busy with dance, but that’s 
not a negative for me. I like it better 
there,” said Massey.

Like any other student athlete, 
M a s s e y  h a s  t o  b a l a n c e  h e r 
extracurriculars with school, while 

open arms.
“I have so many favorite things 

about dance. I love working hard and 
making progress, I love performing. 
My favorite part about performing is 
seeing the reaction on the audiences 
faces. I love it when I’m performing, 
I look around, and it’s just smiles 
throughout. It makes me happy to 
see how I can make someone else’s 
day just by doing what I love.” said 

Massey.
Dance also brings out a side of 

Massey that’s not commonly seen 
at school.

“I am not as shy when I’m dancing 
as I am in everyday life,” said Massey. 
“I have so much fun, and I like to be 
silly, which you don’t see from me a 
lot,” said Massey.

That side of Massey was brought 
out by her long-time dance teacher, 
Karyn Perry. Perry has been more 
than just a teacher to Massey, though.

“My biggest role model is my 
dance instructor at my studio. She 
has not only taught me dance, but life 
lessons. She has taught me to work 
hard and to be kind. She’s the one 
that got me to break out of my shell 
and be more confident. I admire her 
a lot.” said Massey.

The environment around Massey 
allows her to thrive. However, her 
instructor isn’t the only one who 
brings the best out of her.

“Dancing has always pushed me 
to be the best version of myself. 

Photo by Chloe Mayes
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My experience directing some “angry men”
How I tried to keep the Drama Club alive by directing the show Twelve Angry Men

Throughout the years, teachers 
and adults have taken the reins over 
the theatre department, leading 
the program into the great spot 
it’s in right now. Whether it’s choir 
teacher Seth Burk, math teacher 
Spencer Sullivan, English teacher 
Erin Umpstead, or social studies 
teacher Dave Runyon, theatre has 
always been spearheaded with 
an adult as the director. Sure, in 
years past we have had “student 
directors” who assist the adults, but 
not one entirely directed by a Holt 
student. 

I wanted to be this exception.
I started off doing theatre 

in seventh grade, acting in the 
show Winnie the Pooh at All-of-
us Express Children’s Theatre. 
There, I was able to learn about the 
“behind-the-scenes” aspects of 
theatre and the entire production 
process. I assistant-directed a show 
there, and instantly fell in love with 
directing and storytelling. Over 
the years, as I’ve done more and 
more shows, I have gained so much 
knowledge from the people I work 
with on and off stage that I still use 
to this day.

In the spring of 2018, the 
“Holt Drama Club” was formed 

in collaboration with students 
to create a student-led theatre 
program, wherein they will be 
able to learn theatrical skills like 
directing, stage-writing, and more. 
Going into this school year, I knew 
I wanted to keep this club alive, 
seeing as the founding members 
had just graduated. I pushed these 
thoughts of directing to the side, 
focusing on performing in Into the 
Woods. But as soon as the show 
was wrapping up, my mind shifted 
gears.

In the following weeks, I tried 
to brainstorm what shows I could 
possibly direct. Mr. Burk and 
Mr. Sullivan gave me their full 
support and were very helpful in 
the entire process. I then found 
out that one of my top five favorite 
movies of all time, 12 Angry Men, 
was actually adapted from a stage 
play. I instantly bought the script, 
read it, and quickly realized that 
this was the perfect show. It had 
a fair amount of parts, minimal 
sets and props, easy-to-learn 
dialogue, a captivating story, and 
an important message. I fell in love 
with every aspect of this show. I 
told Mr. Burk and Mr. Sullivan that 
I was interested in directing it, and 
we streamlined the production 
process.

In December, we held auditions 
before winter break began. With 
an audition pool of 30+ people, the 
task to find these “12 angry men” 
became a lot harder. There were 
so many brilliant auditions and I 
saw so much talent in the three-
day-process. I eventually whittled 
my choices down to 12 wonderful 
actors: my “angry men.”

Going into this show, I really 
didn’t know what to think. I 
knew I wanted it to be intelligent, 
cohesive, to contain good diction, 
performances and more, but I never 
really took the time to realize where 
I was emotionally. By the time the 
first read ended, I just sat in awe at 
what the cast had brought on their 
first time reading the script. They 
were naturally able to find really 
unique ways of saying lines and 
interacting with one another, and 
that’s all I could have asked for. 
Over time, these “angry men” were 
becoming very civil and friendly to 
one another, and you could tell that 
they had chemistry and enjoyed 
being with each other. As much 

directing as I did, and as many 
notes as I gave, the actors made so 
many natural decisions that I was 
allowed to sit back, and let them 
make bold decisions on their own. 
Watching all twelve of them fall in 
love with the script and the story 
was maybe the most rewarding part. 
The Henry Fonda classic version 
of this story is my second favorite 
film of all-time. I appreciate it for 
its magnificent structure, realistic 
dialogue, and mirror-holding 
commentary on race relations. 
As time went on, I saw that same 
love that I have for the story on my 
actors’ faces. Watching them be 
enthralled and moved by this story 
made this whole experience so 
beautiful and priceless. 

Preparing 12 Angry Men, 
though, wasn’t all brilliant acting 
choices and amazing character 
moments and cast bonding. I had 
to deal with...logistics (cue the 
tiniest violin). If you are interested 
in starting a club, you need to be 

aware of something: it’s not easy. 
There are so many hurdles and 
hoops you have to jump through 
to have a successful club. I needed 
to make sure that I had a time and 
location set for every rehearsal. If 
it was in the school, then I needed 
to have someone that is either 
approved or employed by the 
district supervise the rehearsals. I 
had to fill out a number of forms, 
send out a lot of emails, raise 
money by means of advertising, 
all with the intent of pulling off a 
3 day event. I dealt with a lot of 
stress and anxieties, so I had a few 
panic attacks throughout the entire 
process. This show really kicked my 
butt and tested my limits, but I was 
able to get through it because of the 
cast.

By the time the performances 
came around, I was excited, yet still 
nervous. I wanted people to like it, 
I wanted people to actually come, 
and I didn’t want this “theatre-
in-the-round” style to make 

people upset. Then, opening night 
happened and it was spectacular. 
The cast had phenomenal energy, 
they were on top of their lines, 
they made brilliant character 
movements and choices. Everything 
just “clicked” with them and they 
knew what they were doing. I 
watched them in the back by the 
sound board, and I was almost 
moved to tears by their enthusiasm 
and determination to create a great 
show. 

At that point, all of the 
hardships, meetings, long emails, 
forms, and “talking-to’s” completely 
faded from my mind, and my only 
focus was on this wonderful end 
product.

I don’t plan on going into 
theatre in college, it’s just a fun past 
time for me. I hope that I’m able 
to direct more shows in the future, 
but I’ll never forget the amazing 
memories, connections, and art I 
formed with this outstanding group 
of high schoolers.

Ayden SoupAl
ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR
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