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SEATED

Student representatives Adele Colson and Isabel Abdouch 
take a seat at their first school board meeting, giving their 
peers a voice.  Hear more about it in Our Take on page 3.
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SWIMMING POSTIVE
The swim team changes 
strategy in hopes to bring home 
more wins. They’re focusing on 
being there for each other while 
continuing to compete.
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Read about how former JV coach 
Brian Kosloski has recently 
been appointed the position of 
varsity head coach of the golf 
team. Jennie Boike was also 
given the chance to become 
the new JV coach. How has this 
affected the team? 
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NEW VARSITY/JV GOLF 
COACH

BREAKING BOUNDARIES
Male cheerleaders tell the truth 
about why they are loving the 
sport and hate the stereotypes. 
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GOALIE ZACARY KELLY

Zacary Kelly was offered a spot 
on a professional club team in 
Washington D.C. after a season 
of having no goals scored on 
him at his home field. How did 
he get there?
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Junior 
Destinee 
Harvey

Students on school 
board in

“INTELLIGENT”

“CHANGE”

Junior 
Ben Brand

“These kids have been 
chosen to be on school 
board because they 
are leaders. They were 
chosen for a reason.”

one word

Senior 
Madison 
Sempsrott

“LEADERSHIP”

“I think it’s good to have 
the students rather 
than just the teachers 
because I think the 
students are what 
matters.”

“Because it is students 
communicating with 
staff for once.”

Letter from the editors 
Have you ever gotten that feeling that you’re missing something, but 

you can’t figure out what you’re missing? You can feel the void, the empty 
space, the quietness. You begin to retrace your steps, thinking through 
all the decisions you recently made, trying to pinpoint what’s missing. 
Then it becomes clear. How did you not realize what was missing? It 
was so obvious, the emptiness glaring, the silence screaming. Once you 
acknowledge it, you can begin to search for it. 

As we begin to look back at recent school board decisions and 
discussions, we can see something has been missing. Coaches are too 
tough, teachers shouldn’t text students, backpacks are a safety hazard, 
many decisions that involved students, but lacked any kind of student 
voice.

 With the addition of student representatives seated at school board 
meetings beginning this year, it becomes clear previously there were empty 
chairs. There was a voice missing, an absent advocate. We found what 
we had been missing. A voice that is too often forgotten, yet a voice that 
is very powerful and most of the time has great insight.

There used to be a gap, a loss of communication between board and 
student, and it felt that at times the board wasn’t accurately gauging what 
the student needed. With representatives junior Isabel Abdouch and senior 
Adele Colson, there is now a bridge between the student body and the 
school board. They walk the halls and sit in the classes. These students 
hear the others’ voices, as well their own.  They see, hear, and feel the 
change that needs to be made, and now at every board meeting they get 
to fill one of those seats and share that.

We encourage you to speak with the student representatives about 
issues that are relevant to you. Share how you feel about these issues. Ask 
them what you can do to have your voice heard, and ask them to share 
that voice because for the first time ever we have an opportunity to sit 
two representatives down at every board meeting, who will be treated as 
equally as every single other board member.  For the first time we have 
been offered a seat at the table, and it is the duty of all us to utilize this 
opportunity and voice our concerns.

Sincerely your editors,

Devin Anderson - Torrez            and         Alaina Houser

RAMPARTS STAFF 
2018-2019

We are excited 
to help represent 

your voice this 
year!
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Policy regarding backpacks causes concern 
The increased enforcement of 
the backpack policy causes 
students to miss class time 

W h e n  w a l k i n g  b a c k  a n d 
forth between campuses, many 
students are fumbling with their 
books and binders, arriving to 
class minutes late because they 
aren’t allowed a backpack tag, 
nor have a locker at the North 
Campus.

Switching between campuses 
may work out for some students, 
but some say they struggle to 
make it to class on time due to 
multiple factors.

T h e s e  i n c l u d e  n o t  b e i n g 
allowed a backpack tag, which 
are reserved for traveling seniors, 
a locker being jammed or broken, 
or simply not having enough time 
to walk across the street, go to 
their locker, and still get to class. 

A few lost  minutes may not 
seem much, but in the beginning 
of class, it can include the most 
important info students need to 
hear.

From instructions, to missing 
the first part of a video that you 
needed to see for a worksheet, 
any instruction time is important 
and essential to what the whole 
day or even week could be about.

“It’s just a time waster, when it 
doesn’t have to be,” said junior 
Alex Penski, who travels between 
both campuses. 

The backpack rule has been 
i n  e f f e c t  f o r  s e v e ra l  y e a r s  a t 
the North Campus, but is being 
e n f o r c e d  m o r e  c o n s i s t e n t l y 
this year. Administration began 
c ra ck i ng  d ow n  o n  t h i s  at  t h e 
beginning of the year. 

F o r  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  b r o k e n 
lockers, those students have been 
askedto keep them in the office. 

T h i s  p o l i c y  m a y  n o t  b e  a 
problem for students who stay 
at the Senior Campus all day, or 
even those who have only class 
at the North Campus. However, 
students across multiple grades 
travel.

“It’s a hassle to come over here  
[to the Main Campus], put my 
stuff in my locker, then walk back 
over [to the North Campus], and I 

still have to come back and go to 
my locker again when I’m already 
late for class,” said Penski.

In past years,  it  hasn’t been 
much of an issue to walk around 
w ith your backpack on at  the 
North Campus. 

But this year, it was made clear 
that students are not to have a 
bag, unless clear or mesh, in any 
classroom, no matter what. 

The reason for this policy is 
based on multiple factors, such 
as safety and space management. 

Teacher opinions on the matter 
vary. Some teachers don’t have a 
preference, but are doing what is 
required of them by policy.

If every student were to bring 
their bag into class and have it 
laying aside or beneath them, it is 
easy to imagine how fast the floor 
space would fill. 

“The classrooms were really 
hard to navigate,” said English 
teacher Anne Russo about last 
year ’s  more lenient  backpack 
policy. 

Some believe juniors should be 
allowed a tag for their bag for the 
sake of time, since they may even 
travel more than seniors. 

Russo used to allow non-senior 
students to bring in their bags to 
encourage them to be more time 
efficient, which other teachers 
may not have a problem with.

“ I  h a d  a  c o u p l e  o f 
undergraduates who were juniors 
with special  permission,” said 
Russo.

Now, administration does not 
want any bags in the room unless 
t h e  b ag s  a re  s e e  t h rou g h,  n o 
matter what. 

“I think that they should allow 
it in class at the North Campus,” 
said senior Luke Kenger. 

Many students have the same 
veiw on the policy, and Kenger 
thinks that the policy just wastes 
time. 

“Just because it will save you 
time,” said Kenger.

So the main issue students have 
with this policy is time and how 
no matter how many times they 
travel and when they do, time is 
always a trouble to students. 

 

How do you feel about the backpack rule 
at the north campus?

“I understand for safety 
reasons why we put our 
backpacks in our lockers.”

“If a school shooter wanted to 
pull up a gun, it wouldn’t matter 
whether it’s in the locker or a 
classroom.”

Juniors Eli Haidamous, Michael Luce and Jalen Cook (left to right) walking into the North Campus 
during 6th hour on Sept. 26th. Many students no longer carry a backpack between campuses as a 
result of the increased enforcement the backpack policy. 

Senior Summer Edmond 

Senior Surra Elum 

Junior Eli Haidamous

“When I don’t have my 
backpack, I feel empty 
inside.”

Nick Mccabe
STAFF WRITER
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Berti tackles new role in stride
Will Berti takes student advice and becomes assistant principal

Ines TomIc
STAFF WRITER

As the final question is asked and 
the pen stops writing, the interview 
comes to an end. With a final goodbye 
and the last handshake, the coffee 
smells seem more prominent as it’s 
now the only thing he notices. He 
pushes his chair in with his heart 
racing as he walks out and pulls out 
his phone to dial his wife.

These are the thoughts as new 
assistant principal, Will Berti, walks 
out of his job interview.

As the new school year was 
approaching, more and more things 
were beginning to change. One 
big change occured when former 
assistant principal, Chris Billingslea, 
took a new opportunity at Dimondale 
Elementary. 

With one chapter closing in his 
story, a new one opened for Berti. 

“When Mr. B took that opportunity 
at Dimondale, an e-mail was sent 
out and it was kind of like something 
sparked in me that I didn’t know was 
there before. It was like there was this 
thing out there, and I really want it, 
and then finally, they were like ‘Okay, 
here have it.’ And it was like, ‘Oh 
my God, they gave it to me. I didn’t 
actually think that would happen,’” 
Berti said.

Well known for providing a positive 
impact on students’ lives, Berti now 
sets out to accomplish more, not only 
for himself, but for the community.

 He now has a window to help 
teachers feel more comfortable, 
and a chance to be able to do what 
they want to do. As a former Algebra 
teacher, Berti has been given the job 
he strived to accomplish.

Lots of factors went into Berti 
deciding if this was the right move for 
him, one of those being inspiration 
from his students. 

“There was a student last year in 
particular, that was kind enough to 
let me know that I had a positive 
impact on their life, that meant a lot,” 
said Berti.

Although this  moment  was 

special to Berti, he still felt a little 
“handcuffed,” as he said, being a 
teacher. 

“I get to see, as a teacher, only so 
little of the student body, where as 
an administrator I already have the 
sense of being the parent of an entire 
community,” Berti said.

Going from the role of teacher 
to one of the leaders of the school 
community, Berti now has lots of 
people looking up to him. 

He faces more pressure as the 
school years go on, and more people 
are impacted with the decisions he 
makes. But that doesn’t stop Berti 
from making sure he’s doing the best 
job he can do every day.

“If I do things that are received 
well, then more people are happy. 
But again in the classroom and this 
office if I’m supportive of the decision 
I’m making, then I’m gonna try to 
sleep well at night.” said Berti.

Having the whole school in 
the palm of your hand can get 
overwhelming, but Berti does his best 
to stay positive. Some may assume 
that with a harder position, there is 
more pressure, but Berti couldn’t be 
happier so far. 

“I love what I get to do. It has 
been hard work but it has been very 
rewarding, I’m really enjoying myself 
for sure,” said Berti.

Saying that Berti had been known 
by just the students from his math 
classes would be an understatement. 
Berti is known by more than half of 
the school, and now many parents as 
well, according to assistant principal 
Erin Quinlan, who was on the hiring 
board when they hired Berti.

“That is a positive factor for him 
when taking the job...he had already 
built and established relationships 
with those students, staff, and those 
parents. He’s already built so many 
bridges with families that he’s never 

really come in contact with as a 
teacher,” said Quinlan.

Many of Berti’s peers also think that 
he will do great at the new position 
including geometry teacher, Spencer 
Sullivan, who worked alongside Berti 

last year. 
“It may take time because it is a 

hard job, but in the end he will be 
excellent at it,” said Sullivan.

Not only did Berti  have an 
impact on his students, but he also 
influenced other teachers that he got 
to learn from and teach. With Berti 
and Sullivan working together, they 
had each gotten to learn many things 
from each other. 

“He taught me... when to stress and 
when to let something slide. I taught 
him the wonders of saving his work,” 
said Sullivan.

With these things, Berti and 
Sullivan had created a effective work 
partnership. While working together, 
they both had a chance to inspire 
each other, and impact each other in 
different ways. Some of these impacts 
helped Berti on the path to inspiring 

more people.
“Mr.  Ber t i  impacted me by 

reinforcing the importance of 
relationship with students,” said 
Sullivan.

All of the connections Berti has, 
makes him an even better fit for the 
job. As well as his positive, energetic 
perspective which makes a better 
learning experience here at the high 
school.

 There are many goals that Berti 
now has being assistant principal, 
including making Holt High School 
the best it can be. 

Said Quinlan, “I think he’s well on 
his way to establishing himself as 
a terrific leader in our school, and 
in the community. I have no doubt 
that his energy and enthusiasm will 
continue to be felt throughout the 
school.”

“I get to see as a teacher only so little of the 
student body, where as an administrator, I 
already have the sense of being a parent of an 
entire community.”

Carlos GarCia
STAFF WRITER

Will Berti has begun his first year as assistant principal. “I love what I get 
to do. It has been hard work, but it has been very rewarding. I’m really 
enjoying myself for sure,” said Berti.

IN BRIEF

Theatre and choir 
host fundraiser

Holt’s Theatre and Choir is 
hosting a fundraising event, 
“Sweetest Day Cafe”. This event 
costs $10 to attend, which includes 
a buffet full of sweets, live music, 
and a silent auction. The “Sweetest 
Day Cafe” will take place on Friday, 
Oct. 26, from 7-10 PM. 

 

Swim to face GL 
Holt girl’s swim team is going 

against their rival Grand Ledge on 
Oct. 9. This meet is at Grand Ledge 
at 6 PM. The conference meet starts 
on Nov. 1 and goes to Nov .3. After 
the conference meet comes the 
state meet, which takes place from 
Nov. 16-17. For more on the swim 
team, head to page 14 for more 
about the rivalry between Grand 
Ledge and Holt. 

Yearbook orders due
Yearbook orders are due on Oct. 

26 for $65. After this date, the price 
goes up to $70. The final deadline 
for all yearbook orders is Dec.21.

SADD hosts “Red 
Ribbon Week”

“Red Ribbon Week” is back. 
SADD is hosting the Red Ribbon 
Week during the last week of 
October. Red Ribbon Week a 
weeklong awareness event to 
support drug abuse prevention.

Senior upcoming 
events 

 Senior quotes and senior 
photos for the yearbook are due 
no later  than Oct. 26. Also, Senior 
“Love Notes” are due by Nov. 
20. Finally, College Application 
Month is currently going on at 
North Campus. See Mr. Houston 
in the Engagement Center for 
help with applications, essays, 
FAFSA and more.

Photo courtesy of Michael Willard
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Should we seperate the art from the artists?
Looking past people’s criminal records and appreciating their work as artists, comedians, actors and entertainers

I admire Hitler...as an artist. As a 
person, I find him repugnant. Now, 
that’s an exaggerated extreme, but it 
represents my belief that art and the 
artist should be separated.

In  the  r is e  of  #MeTo o and 
# T i m e s U p  m o v e m e n t s ,  t h i s 
argument has emerged, and it’s 
totally understandable. If you don’t 
want to watch “The Cosby Show” 
because you think that Bill Cosby 
is a monster, I can see where you’re 
coming from. But, does one person’s 
terrible personal life really affect the 
art they created?

In the midst of the #TimesUp 
outings in 2017, one of my favorite 
performers/artists was outed: Aziz 
Ansari. Although he is fantastic 
on “Parks and Recreation,” for me, 
“Master of None,” his Netflix original 
show, is one of the greatest television 
shows ever created. When the word 
got out about his actions, my opinion 
of him lowered, and all his projects 
were put on hold. But, did this affect 
my opinion of None? No. This is 
because of my philosophy. One bad 

person shouldn’t affect my opinion 
of art, because I know that hundreds 
of other people have worked on that 
show, not just him.

I am personally not condoning or 
supporting any of these artists, I’m 
merely just supporting their past 
creative works.

For instance, a film came out this 
year named Billionaire Boys Club 
that made only $618 while playing 
in 11 theaters. This number is never 
heard of, event though stars like Ansel 
Elgort (“Baby Driver”) and Taron 
Egerton (“Kingsman”) are involved. 
The main blame for this bomb is the 
films co-star, Kevin Spacey. When he 
was outed, all of his projects were sort 
of shoved under the rug. He was fired 
from “House of Cards,” edited out of  
the Oscar-nominated film, “All the 
Money in the World,” and multiple 
films of his were cancelled entirely. 

I do not condone Kevin Spacey in 
the slightest, but his terrible actions 
have not only affected the victims 
themselves, but the people that 
worked with him. The team behind 
“Billionaire Boys Club” was affected 
by not making any money from the 
project whatsoever, thus potentially 
affecting their careers. 

By not supporting works just 

Ayden SoupAl
STAFF WRITER

A drastic change overnight
The absolutely true story of how veganism chose me

RomAn SARkiSov
STAFF WRITER

I’m always asked why did I become 
a vegan. The question pops up 
randomly, and everytime, I answer 
shortly by saying there are three main 
reasons: ethics, environment, and 
health. Although that’s true to some 
extent, the decision came about 
because of a YouTube video.

Somehow, in the world of the 
internet, I stumbled upon a talk by 
Gary Yourofsky. The lecture was 
eye-opening. He made a connection 
between animal agriculture and the 
Holocaust, stating if the animals in 
slaughterhouses were replaced by 
people, then it would seem to be 
a Holocaust, and there would be 
an uproar in society. However, due 
to brainwashing advertisements 
that created the distance between 
animals and humans, it’s alright to 
put innocent beings through this 
suffering for food and clothes.

As a human being with any sense 
of morality, the idea of unnecessary 

harm was outrageous. I continued 
to watch the 48 minute video with a 
genuine sense of curiosity. Yourofsky 
spoke passionately about how 
illogical it is to eat animals.

Next, Yourofsky showed footage of 
animal slaughter. I told myself at this 
point that I was going to watch the 
murder no matter what. Yourofsky 
then stated that if the video was not 
good enough for your eyes, then why 
would it be good enough for your 
stomach. 

The video was absolutely horrific. 
It began with a chicken laying an 
egg covered with pus and blood. The 
video ended with a decapitated cow. 
The details are unnecessary, though it 
was deeply disturbing. I immediately 
knew I did not want any part of 
animal agriculture.

The rest of Yourofsky’s talk was 
supplemental, convincing me to 
make this change. He shifted from 
the ethical, logical side of veganism 
to the environmental reasons for the 
lifestyle. He mentioned that half of 
the land used for growing crops are 
fed to livestock. He related this to 
world hunger, stating that every two 
to three seconds a person dies from 

hunger, but we do have enough food 
to feed the whole planet. 

Instead of feeding the world, we 
feed the animals that are soon to be 
on our dinner plate. He also mentions 
that animal agriculture is the worst 
contributor to air pollution, water 
pollution, and deforestation.

Yourofsky discusses briefly about 
the foods a person should eat. He 
suggests that people should eat 
food that comes from the Earth, and 
humans can receive all the nutrients 
they need from whole plant foods.

At this point, I was convinced.
 Not only was I disgusted of the idea 

of eating meat, but I resonated with 
the logic behind veganism. Every 
aspect felt right to me whether it be 
to avoid unnecessary harm, to save 
the environment, or to eat food grown 
from the earth. 

All of it made sense to me. 
From there, I made my way through 

a couple more videos on YouTube. 
Most of them focused on the benefits 
of a whole food plant based diet. 

Those were extremely helpful in 
debunking myths around veganism, 
which left no excuse but to try the 
new lifestyle.

because of one bad person, people 
are losing their jobs and livelihoods 
as a repercussion.

The instance that hurt me the most 
was the news about John Lasseter. 
Growing up, “Toy Story” was my 
favorite film, and that is the movie 
that inspired me to admire film and 
want to be involved in that field. I 
knew every fact about every film 
at Pixar, and that was the place 

I wanted to work at growing up. 
Lasseter inspired me to create and 
love telling stories. When his outing 
was released, I cried. I felt as though 
he had let me down. I was so mad, 
angry, and upset with him. He was 
my idol. But what did I do after this? 
I watched Toy Story, and loved it just 
as much as I did when I grew up.

As an artist and lover of cinema 
and media, I personally try to ignore 

the personal lives of the people 
behind the scenes when viewing art 
and just interpret it with as little bias 
as possible. Art should be viewed as 
art, and your opinion shouldn’t be 
swayed by something that isn’t the 
art itself. You can not like something 
because it doesn’t resonate with you, 
but having real life affect art almost 
takes away the beauty of art itself and 
the mystery that comes with it.

Cartoon by: Ayden Soupal



CORRECTIONS

SPEAK UP

TWITTER

Should there be stricter rules about how 
coaches treat their players?

“No, because coaches should be allowed 
to try and better their players and push 
them.”
Senior Reece Whiteman

“I think there should be stricter rules about 
certain aspects. I don’t think there should be 
rules on how coaches coach, but there should 
be ground rules...like basic necessities for 
sports.”
Junior Jack Proebstle

“There should be stricter rules. I think there’s a 
fine line between stricter rules and completely 
controlling what they do with their players...
they should still be able to have a relationship 
with them...there are also boundaries.”
Junior Ana Mooney

Sophomore Ella Barker

“I do…I don’t know what a rule could be to 
solve that…but [the coaches] would need to 
consider when they’re helping a player...and 
when they’re just hurting them, and they need 
to back off a little bit.”

“No, because if the coaches aren’t strict on 
their players, then the kids won’t listen or work 
hard and the outcome won’t be as good.”

Freshman Ayden VanEnkevort
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Coach-player dynamics need work
A recent coaching conflict has caused the community to 
look for ways to mend relationships on and off the field 

In light of the recent removal 
of varsity lacrosse coach Stan 
Granger last month, I have been 
left wondering if there is a way to 
prevent the lack of common vision 
between coaches, parents, and 
players regarding coach-player 
interactions. 

In general, each coach has a 
different style which they should 
be able to use, as long as certain 
obvious boundaries are not crossed. 
Regardless, there are problems 
present at Holt which athletes and 
parents tend to blame on poor 
coaching that could be fixed by 
new policies.

One main issue that needs to be 
monitored is favoritism on sports 
teams.  I have mentioned favoritism 
to a number of athletes and many 
agree that it is present in their sport. 

I personally have seen or heard 
of many instances of athletes who 
don’t show up to practice, yet who 
start over other athletes who are 
present every time. 

Obviously, stronger athletes are 
usually given certain privileges due 

to their talents, but damaging forms 
of favoritism can be minimized with 
some basic attendance policies 
that apply to all sports.  This avoids 
a culture where coaches create 
their own rules about attendance, 
which can be adjusted to work 
around athletes and allow for 
favoritism.  

A general policy shedding light 
on favoritism that does occur could 
be a step in the right direction.

If these stronger policies were 
implemented, they would give 
parents a peace of mind that their 
athletes are being treated fairly. 
This would hopefully eliminate 
some of the animosity about player 
participation in athletic events 
that is present between athletes, 
coaches and parents.  

As long as the issue of favoritism 
is addressed and coach are not 
abusive to players, a coach should 
otherwise be able to coach how 
they choose.

Coaching takes up a lot of time, 
on top of the daily job that many 
coaches have. If a person is taking 
time out of their day to coach a 
sports team, they most likely have 
the team’s best interest at heart.

Because of this, no matter what 
style a coach may choose to use, 
it is almost always designed to fit 
the style they believe their athletes 

respond best to.  
If this style doesn’t work with a 

particular athlete, it is the athlete’s 
job, not the parent’s, to talk to the 
coach about what is upsetting them 
and what style of coaching they 
respond better to.

I have seen many athletes quit a 
team due to coaching, but I have 
rarely heard of one of those athletes 
reaching out to better the situation 
before deciding to quit. 

I have experience dealing with 
difficult coaching, and I know it 
makes it hard to enjoy the sport. 
However, learning to deal with 
people who you don’t mesh with is 
a part of life.  

I don’t think it is fair to kick out 
a coach because they push the 
players to be better, especially 
because there are usually a variety 
of factors that go into how they treat 
the athletes.  

Overall, coaches should be able 
to coach how they choose. A basic 
attendance policy that applies to all 
sports may help to fix the issue of 
favoritism on sports teams. 

Lastly, more communication 
between coaches and athletes, 
rather than coaches and parents, 
before taking drastic measures will 
inspire better relationships and 
make sports more enjoyable for 
everyone involved.

Cartoon by: Korine Brady

Lauren Grasso
STAFF WRITER

@holtramparts

Ramparts is committed to printing news that is both 
informative and accurate.  If we get it wrong, we want to put 
it right.  If you are aware of any errors of fact in our reporting 
please contact us in room E221 or send an e-mail to 
rampartsnewspaper@gmail.com
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“Venom”
(October 5)

Eddie Brock, a reporter, 
while investigating a 
strange company, and 
is infected by a parasite 
named Venom.

“Bohemian Rhapsody”
(November 2)

This story follows the 
band Queen, and their 
rise to fame, led by their 
lead singer, Freddie 
Mercury.

“Ralph Breaks the 
Internet”

(November 21)

Ralph and Vanellope must 
journey into the internet 
to find a part to fix their 
arcade machine.

Shane Dawson

This Veteran YouTuber has 
recently risen to higher 
acclaim with his new docu-
series. His content has 
now stretched to a wider 
demographic after creating 
these informational mini-
series on TanaCon, Jeffree 
Star, and Jake Paul.

David Dobrik
 
This ex-Viner has 
skyrocketed to fame by 
making fast-paced vlogs 
that are only 4 minute and 
20 seconds long. His videos 
include a lot of comedic 
dynamic amongst friends as 
well as outrageous surprises 
and stunts.

“Fantastic Beasts: The 
Crimes of Grindelwald”
(November 16)

Newt Scamander is 
back, this time teaming 
up with a young Albus 
Dumbledore to face off 
against the villainous 
Grindelwald.Television

“This Is Us”
(Tuesdays at 9, NBC) 

The newest season 
follows the Peterson 
siblings and the bond 
they share with each 
other and their parents.

“Grey’s Anatomy”
(Thursdays at 8, ABC) 

The stories of Seattle 
doctors, led by Meredith 
Grey, who have to save 
lives, while also touching 
the hearts of those who 
come in.

“Chilling Adventures of 
Sabrina”

(Friday, October 26, Netflix) 

From the creator of 
Riverdale, this dark 
adaptation follows Sabrina, 
who is forced to fight off 
evil, while maintaining 
a normal social life. 

“Crazy Ex-Girlfriend”
(Fridays at 9, The CW) 

This dark musical-
comedy follows Rebecca 
Bunch, a semi-deranged 
woman who just wants to 
find love, and expresses 
her sadness through 
flashy musical numbers. 

Fresh new picks of Fall 2018
What are 

you looking 
forward to?

“[“Mary Poppins Returns”], 
because I like Lin-Manuel 

Miranda.” -teacher Spencer 
Sullivan

“[“The Hate U Give”], because I 
heard it was a good book, and 
I’m looking forward to see the 
adapatation.” -senior Emily 

McNamara

“[“Big Mouth” Season 2], 
because I thought the first 

season was hilarious!” 
-freshman Laney Soupal

Ayden SoupAl
STAFF WRITER

Movies

YouTube

What to look forward to this fall in movies, television, and YouTube
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Exchange students experience a new culture

Jami Sailer
STAFF WRITER

Students share their experiences of learning through travel between Germany and Michigan

Traveling to a different country to 
be an exchange student can bring all 
new adventures. Every year, students 
get to travel internationally to receive 
a new learning experience in a 
different country. In the United States 
alone, there are approximately 1.2 
million international students. Some 
of those students are getting their 
learning experiences in Holt. 

T h i s  y e a r,  t w o 
students have traveled 
to and from their home 
countries of Germany 
and the US. Senior 
Felicia Lemmon got 
the chance to go to 
Germany and spend 
11 months engaged 
in the culture. 

“It is important to me to meet 
new people because of long term 
connections,” Lemmon said. 

 Sophomore Charlotte Woelk, 
meanwhile, came from Germany and 
is getting the chance to spend her 
time here in Holt for one semester.

“ I am having a good time meeting 
a new culture,” Woelk said.

The girls are getting the chance to 
share their experiences. There are 
a lot of new things to learn when 
involved in different cultures and 
schools.

 “The entire system is different,” 
Woelk said.

For example, Holt High School 
runs on a traditional six period 

schedule, with the same six classes 
meeting ever y day during the 
semester, never changing, unlike in 
Germany. In Germany there can be 
11 to 13 classes in one semester and 
a different schedule every day. 

Lemmon got the chance to get 
credits for physics and chemistry for 
her senior year.

“You only have the same class once 
to twice a week for 45 minutes to one 
and half hours,” Lemmon said.

The size of the schools are also 
different.  In Germany, the grades 

in high school are from sixth to 
twelh grade and all in one building, 
mixing students on a wide spectrum 
of grades. 

“This school is small,” Woelk said. 
According to Woelk, Holt’s main 

campus is a lot smaller than her own 
school. Holt has only four grades in 
two schools, whereas in Germany 
they have eight grades in one school.

One of the only similarities is the 
dress codes in the schools. 

“The dress code in Germany is 
more like don’t dress crazy. They trust 
you not to be crazy,” Lemmon said.

Also,  less  t ime is  spent  on 
homework in Germany. 

 “I did not do a ton of homework.  
They don’t give as much homework 

as they do here,” Lemmon said.
With the newfound free time, 

Lemmon took advantage of some 
extracurricular options. She boxed 
and joined choir to fill her spare time. 
Woelk, meanwhile, fills her free time 
with cross country and homework 
here in Holt. 

All in all, while their experiences 
varied, the goals the girls set for 
themselves were ver y similar. 
Lemmon wanted to learn German 
and better understand, the culture 
and the people, while Woelk had the 
goal to learn English and have a good 
time being involved in a new culture. 

All cultures are unique and there 
are so many different cultures in 
Holt High School.

Being educated is important when 
you are learning a new language. 
Lemmon learned German by getting 
extra training for a few months in the 

second half of her year. 
“I don’t think [the training] helped 

much but being fully immersed in the 
language in what is helpful,” Lemmon 
said. Her host family helped by 
correcting her speaking and helping 
her enjoy her experience.

Even though these opportunities 
are once in a lifetime, there are pros 
and cons. These exciting experiences 
also come with unwanted reality.

 “I am quite homesick, but I know it 
is just the beginning, so I think it will 
get a lot better,” Woelk said. 

Woelk has already made new 
friends to help her feel happier.

“There are always bumps in the 
road but in the end it is definitely a 
positive experience,” Lemmon said.

Senior Felicia Lemmon (left) and sophomore Charlotte Woelk are both on the Holt cross 
country team and have experienced different cultures through exchange.

From Left to Right: Sophomore Peri VanAken, her mother, Dawn VanAken, and 
sophomore Charlotte Woelk. Woelk traveled from Germany and is with her host family.

Photo courtesy of Dawn VanAken

Photo by Jami Sailer

It is important to me to meet 
new people because of long term 
connections. “

”
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Recently enforced communication policy causes dilemma
New school board decision places stricter limits how staff and students communicate

Juliann Dormer
STAFF WRITER

 On a rainy weekday, a 
student needs a ride home 
from soccer practice. They go 
to open a new message to text 
their coach, but remember 
they can no longer text them. 
Students are transitioning 
into a newly enforced policy 
regarding communication 
between students and faculty. 

Students today often use 
social media, texting, and 
emailing to communicate in a 
fast, easy, and casual way to get 
In contact with staff, including 
teachers and coaches. 

Recently, these means of 
communication have been 
harder to come by for students. 
This is because of a newly 
enforced policy put forth by 
the Holt Board of Education 
against faculty contacting their 
students outside of school 
on non-school sanctioned 
platforms. 

“We’ve been working on this 
for over a year,” school board 
secretary 
J u l i e 
B u r e a u 
said. 

M a n y 
p e o p l e 
have been wondering exactly 
why this policy is suddenly 
being enforced. 

“It is meant both for the 
safety of our students, and 
the safety of our staff,” Bureau 
said.

It has been made clear by 
some students that this policy 
has become a frustrating 
addition.

“It  sucks that  i t ’s  [ the 
school] resorted to banning 
[texting]because of a few 
incidences,” said junior Anya 
Miller.  

Students spoke openly about 
their opinions, with many 
opposed to the new approach. 

Many people have agreed 
that communication through 
a  quick text  message is 
preferred.

 “I don’t agree with the policy 
because it is easier to contact 

teachers through texting,” said 
senior Alyson Lipp. 

Previously, students felt 
free to communicate with 
faculty members and their 
coaches,  if  necessary, through 
virtually any platform. Now, 
students and faculty may only 
communicate through email 
and school-based outlets, 
such as the classroom app 
Remind101.

 Following the start of the 
school year, students are 
speaking out on how this  
policy affects them.

This might include not 
being able to contact teachers 
that they’ve already made 
convenient, out-of-school 
contact with.

“I plan on taking classes 
in the future with teachers 
I’ve had before who have [in 
the past] given their contact 
information...If that’s not 
gonna happen [in the future], 
there might be things I won’t 
be able to understand without 
their help, or catch up on if I 
miss a day,” said senior Amelia 
Acevedo.

Students have also shed 
light onto another side of 
the situation. Oftentimes, 
students form relationships 
with their teachers or coaches, 
some of which have developed 
over years.

 “I feel there’s a certain bond 
that you get when you have a 
close tie with a teacher,” said 
senior Andrew Ross. 

Ross explained that in the 
past, social studies teacher 
and Gay-Straight Alliance  
(GSA) advisor, Dave Runyon, 
would lend Ross a ride home 
on occasion when he had no 
other transportation after GSA 
club meetings. 

This year, due to the policy 
changes, that is no longer 
possible. 

M a t h  t e a c h e r  G r a n t 
Melville, who coaches junior 

varsity football and track, 
said this causes confusion for 
some of his players who’ve 
communicated with him via 
text in the past.

 “Some of my athletes 
already have my cell 
p h o n e  [ n u m b e r ] , 
because of prior years...
people have contacted 
m e  t h r o u g h  m y 
messages, and I would 
have to reply  to them 
through Remind.... some 
of my athletes don’t 
understand that this is 
what I have to do,” said 
Melville. 

Director of  Human 
Resources, Kevin Badge, 
noted the recent strain 
of communication 
briefly, regarding 
the safety of 
both athletes 
and coaches. 

“ T h e r e ’ s 
o n e  s t a n d a r d 
m e c h a n i s m   [ t h e 
Remind app] that’s 
supported by the 
district, and any 
communication 
is tracked,” said 
Badge.

 B u r e a u 
commented on 
t h e  b a c k l a s h 
from opposing 
s t u d e n t s 
a n d  o t h e r s 
involved.

“If you already 
have this one 
tool, why do we 
need so many 
others?” Bureau 
said. 

I n  s p i t e  o f 
varying opinions on 
the policy, students and 
teachers are doing their 
best to transition.

“I’m just trying to do the 
right thing,” said Melville. 

I feel there’s a certain bond you 
get when you have a close-tie with 
a teacher.
“

”

A photo rillustration depicts 
a common occurence for 
students used to reaching out to 
teachers via text. Students are no 
longer able to communicate unless it 
is through a school sanctioned platform.

Photo illustration by Brian Griffin
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Eight people. Two in the morning. 
The light above the rim shines 

bright on the court. It’s pitch black 
all around. Bodies are fatigued from 
staying up, but the coffee keeps the 
energy level high. 

The humidity, along with five 
straight minutes of shooting, has 
left the players drenched with 
sweat. Tents are set up beside 
the court for those who need a 
nap. “Time,” is shouted by the 
person running the clock. All of the 
rebounders run to the other side 
of the court where the next person 
waits their turn to shoot.

On Aug. 18-19, 72 participants 
shot for twenty minutes,  four 
rounds of five minutes each, to 
raise money for Holt Athletics and 
the Pop-up Pantry. The participants 
found sponsors who were able to 
pay either a flat fee or a fee for every 
shot the participant made. The 
event went for 24 hours straight, 
starting at noon on Saturday, Aug. 
18 and ending at noon on Sunday, 
Aug.19. It was held at the home of 
Ted Levendoski, father of senior 
Asher Levendoski. 

The Levendoskis have a basketball 
court in their backyard which they 
have used for a basketball league 
the past six years. The league is 
named the Asher Thomas League, 
and it has been a notable part of 
the community in Holt. This league 
alone has brought together so many 
people.

On top of uniting the community, 
the league also created a charity 
event. 

“I thought it would be nice to give 
back to the area and incorporate 
those same people to  do so,” 
Levendoski explained. 

Most the players in the basketball 
league  also participated in the 
charity event. However, there were 
others who didn’t play in the league, 
but shot in the charity event. 

“The original expectation was 
to raise between $4000 and $6000, 
but we ended up raising around 
$13,000...the money raised is going 
to two charities. One is a scholarship 
that we are creating to assist kids 
and help pay their Pay to Play fees, 
and the other is the Holt Pop-up 
Pantry that helps feed families in 
need” said Ted Levendoski. 

The 72 participants spanned 

from freshmen to alumni and 
from children to parents. Most 
participants shot for the originally 
planned four rounds, but some 
participants shot for eight, or even 
twelve rounds. Of one them was 
senior Johannah Denning.

“The money’s going to a good 
cause...it shows each person can 
make a change,” said Denning. She 
raised $900 and mentioned that it 
was exciting to raise that amount.

“It was really tiring. My arms were 
really sore,” said junior Antonio 
Grimaldi. 

Since the event lasted 24 hours 
straight, some people had to pull 
an all-nighter on the court, while 
some took naps in tents set up 
beside the court. Grimaldi was one 
of the participants who shot at two 
in the morning. 

“I was really sore, but I was happy 
because we made so much money.” 
said Denning. She started her 
twelve rounds of shooting at two in 
the morning, for a total of an hour.

S e n i o r  A s h e r  L e v e n d o s k i 
monitored the whole event and was 
the last to shoot, while his father 
was the first to kick off the charity 
event. The duo also shot for more 
than four rounds. 

“It was tiring because it was 
24 hours, but we got through it. 
After, it was exciting to count how 
much money we made” said Asher 
Levendoski. 

The event was run in coordination 
w i t h  t h e  H o l t  C o m m u n i t y 
Foundation. My three point event 
is just one of many events run by 
the Holt Community Foundation 
that helps our area in many ways,” 
Ted Levendoski added. 

The success of the basketball 
league carried into the charity 
event, which raised questions on 
whether the event will be annual.

“With the huge success of this 
event, the Foundation has asked 
for us to try to run it annually. 
Coach Zwick, the varsity boys 
basketball coach, has said that he 
will assist in the future and get the 
Holt basketball programs involved. 
With this help, who knows how big 
or successful it might get,” added 
Levendoski.

Added Asher, “If we were to do it 
annually, one thing we will change 
is to get more help...we wanted to 
give back to the community and 
help families in need and help kids 
pay for sports.”  

Shooting three pointers to make a change
The Asher Thomas League hosts a 24-hour basketball event to raise money for charity

Roman SaRkiSov
STAFF WRITER

Charity organizer Ted Levendoski (left) and his son, senior Asher Levendoski (right), pose next to a white board mentioning the 
total amount of three point shots made. It also mentions the most threes made in five minutes and twenty minutes.

Charity organizer Ted Levendowski starts off the charity event. Others watch as the 24 hour event kicks off.   

Photo by Wendy Palmer Bouck

Photo by Wendy Palmer Bouck
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As fall sports are nearing their 
e n d  o f  s e a s o n  ma rk ,  p l ay e r s 
continue to work on their game 
and hope to reach their end of the 
season goals. Girls varsity golf is no 
different, although at the beginning 
of this season, they had some new 
additions and are still adjusting. 

Over the past few years, many 
sport  teams have gained new 
coaching staff, including the golf 
team. Over the summer, junior 
varisty coach Brian  Kosloski was 
asked to step up and take over 
the coaching duties for the varsity 
girl’s golf team. Known by many 
as “Coach Kos,” he has been the 
physical education teacher at Holt 
Junior High School, and JV girls golf 
coach for multiple years.

Kosloski said he feels some added 
pressure with this switch, but he 
appreciates how well his players  are 
transitioning. They have continued 
to do what is expected of them, 
despite the coaching revisions. 

“The competition at the varsity 
level is more intense than at the 
JV level...there are also additional 
responsibil i t ies.  I  have really 
enjoyed this season as the varsity 
coach...the girls have worked hard, 
been very responsible with their 
school work,  and represented 
Holt High School in an incredibly 
positive way,” said Kosloski. 

The majority of this year’s players 
h av e  e n c o u n t e re d  Ko s l o s k i ’s 
c oaching metho d b efore  this 
season, but one of the top returning 
players has not. 

“This is my first time having him, 
so it’s a new experience and I’m 
pretty excited for the season,” said 
sophomore Nateda Her, who joined 
the varsity team her freshman year.

Many other players are also 

Coach Kosloski brings new atmosphere 
Previous JV coach accepts new position as varsity head coach

eagerly awaiting to see what this 
season will bring.

Not only has the varsity coach 
changed, but the JV coaching job 
has been filled as well. Physical 
education teacher Jennie Boike, 
has taken over the responsibilities 
for that position. In the past, she 
was assisting, but now she has to 
take on the obligations of being the 
head JV coach.

Boike is looking forward to her 
new commitments to this program. 
She is  also eager to continue 
working with Kosloski for both  
of the girls and boys varsity golf 
seasons. 

“[This job is] more as a way for 

me to connect with students in a 
new way. I have worked with Coach 
Kosloski in the past, and I am so 
excited about working with him 
again,” said Boike.  

D espite  the changes to  the 
coaching staff,  many members 
of the team feel that overall, the 
program was not deeply affected by 
these alterations. 

“... I feel like for the most part it’s 
basically  the same,” said senior 
Amanda Szymborski.

Additionally, the athletes do not 
think the coaching staff changes 
w i l l  a f f e c t  t h e i r  p l ay i n g  a n d 
performance. More than half of 
this year’s team has had Kosloski as 

their coach for two years on the JV 
team, and they will now have him 
for a third on varsity. 

“It’s been really good, especially 
since a lot of us have had Kos in the 
past, so he knows our playing styles 
and how we play,” said junior Abby 
Rutledge. 

In  past years, these players  have  
been accustomed to a tough and 
strict coaching style, but are now 
being introduced to a more calm 
and positive method.

“It’s fun and I love it, but I just 
feel like I’m on JV still... I feel more 
pressure now since only 6 can 
make it to a match. But like practice 
aspects and everyone on the team 

is more laid back, now that Kos is 
coach,” said junior Anna Johnson. 

Although players may now feel 
the stress of competing for the 6 
open spots to go to a match, not 
much else has changed compared 
to the JV team.  

L a s t  s e a s o n ,  N a t e d a  H e r 
independently qualified to go to 
the state competition, but this 
year, she hopes for more of her 
team members to make it to states 
with her. 

“I really want the team to qualify 
for states so we all go together. Last 
year I qualified as an  individual 
but it’s more fun with the team,” 
said Her. 
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Katelyn Whiteman 
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While playing at the Redwing Invite held at St. Johns, sophomore Nateda Her finishes swinging her club after she drives the ball onto the course and watches 
it land on the green.

Photo by Abbey Raymond 
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As a freshman,there was never a 
goal scored on him at our home field. 

But Holt Varsity soccer team’s goalie 
and sophomore Zacary Kelly  traveled 
to Washington D.C. this summer after 
the coaches of the D.C. United Soccer 
Academy reached out to him with an 
invite to come to tryouts. 

The D.C. United Soccer Academy is 
a soccer team in Washington D.C. that 
is a private school with a professional 
team that has brought home four MLS 
(Major League Soccer) cup titles in the 
last 22 years. 

Playing for an academy means you 
participate on their sports team, but 
you also attend school at their school. 

Kelly has been a participant in the 
soccer family around Holt since he 
was around five years old. His current 
travel team is Rush Soccer. Through 
them, he was a part of the national 

Rush team and ranked number one 
goalie in the state, region, and country 
for club soccer in his age group.

Playing for a high school’s soccer 
team is very different than club because 
you are seeing your teammates more 
than twice a week for practices and 
weekend for tournaments. 

“It builds a connection being able 
to see your teammates in the hallways 
and then on the field,” Kelly said about 
his current high school team. 

Kelly has close relationships with 
his teammates, both on and off the 
high school field. 

“He always is pushing you to do 
your best and never gives up on 
anyone...He always wants people to 
get better and keep working,” junior 
Captain Zachary Schray said.

After a couple days of tryouts in 
Washington D.C., Kelly traveled home 
to Michigan to find out his hard work 
paid off. Kelly received an email 
that he was offered to go to the D.C. 

Academy school and a spot on the 
team as their goalie. 

With the excitement of this offer, 
Kelly soon realized this meant he 
would have to move his family to 
Washington D.C. and leave his current 
friends and teammates behind.

Although it was an amazing 
opportunity, Kelly made the decision 
to decline their offer.

 “I didn’t really see myself being 
able to move and play there...It just 
wasn’t what I thought it would be,” 
Kelly said. 

Kelly plans on finishing another 
year here in Holt playing soccer and 
then possibly revisiting the idea of an 
academy school next year, but he’s still 
undecided. 

In the end, Kelly wants to end his 
soccer career after playing for the MSU 
men’s team.

“I tried every sport when I was 
younger then I narrowed it down to 
what I enjoyed, soccer,” said Kelly.

It’s the last race of the meet, as Holt’s 
final four swimmers prepare for their 
relay race. They’re told if they win the 
race, they win the league title. They line 
up and the race starts. Competing with 
everything they had, they took second 
to their rivals, Grand Ledge. 

They tied the meet.
“Being so close to winning last year 

was definitely fun...This year we’re 
focusing more on other aspects like 
having fun and bonding as a team,” 
said junior captain Avalon Jones. “ 

This season, the Lady Rams swim 
team is taking a new approach to their 
strategy to win the meet against their 
rivals Grand Ledge. They are taking a 
step back and shifting their focus from 
winning to bringing together the girls 
in a positive environment. 

“Our captains have done a really 
good job of trying to help us to enjoy 
the sport more because it’s a really, 
like, mentally rigorous sport, so you 
have to make sure you are mixing in 
fun. Our captains are doing a really 
good job of keeping it light hearted 
but serious when we need to be,” said 
junior Maggie Hoerner, who has been 

a swimmer all her life. 
Senior Livia Osbun agrees that 

being in a positive environment does 
,in fact, help her when it comes down 
to her race. 

 “... We really try and take them under 
our wing, make sure if someone’s 
having, like, a tough time be there for 
them. We really try and make sure 
everyone’s there cheering on everyone 
because I know that that’s a huge 
thing. Swimming is really hard, so it 
helps if you have a lot if people by you, 
supporting you, pushing you to be your 
best,” said Osbun. 

Though viewed as a weakness at 
times, the team’s strength is staying 
optimistic. Swimming is a hard sport, 
and it takes a toll on the girls mentally 
and physically. 

“Even though we are negative, our 
strength is that we all are conscious 
about trying to make it better, to have 
more positivity with each other and 
everyone’s super close and we all 
support each other,” said junior Callie 
Troutman.

Although the girls encourage one 
another, self confidence still seems to 
be scarce. Osbun also makes note of 
how swimming can take a toll on her 
enthusiasm.

Swimmers dive into strategy of positivity

Goal Keeper makes club pro team in D.C.   
Sophomore Zacary Kelly shares his experience with D.C. United academy team 

The swim team is creating a positive environment in hopes to win Leaugue title 

Swimmers pose for picture before start of the meet. The Lady Rams swim team 
remains undefeated. 

Zacary Kelly prepares to block a shot. The team won against Okemos  4 - 2 on Sept. 
5th.  

“My weakness maybe...is optimism? 
Practices can get hard, so sometimes, 
you know, I don’t wanna be in that 
water, but I think actually motivating 
other people helps motivate me, too,” 
said Osbun. 

Another strength the Lady Rams 
have this year is one that they haven’t 
had in a long time.

“We have very good depth. I mean 
we’ve got really good girls, and then 
we’ve got some girls who aren’t as fast, 
but I mean, my coach, the captains ,the 
faster girls ,we all say this to everyone, 
everyone counts. I mean especially 
against Grand Ledge, they’ve got really 
great depth too. I think the team, as a 
whole, we work really good together. I 
think we all have a lot of fun together,” 
said Osbun. 

The team has a total of thirty girls, 
which is bigger than they’ve ever had. 
With such a large number, they are able 
to use the depth tactic so well. They 
range out and collect more points for 
the team throughout events. 

The more girls they have per race, 
the more spots can be filled. This gives 
the girls points.

Not only have they been bringing 
positivity to the team, they have began 
looking at their competition positively.  

They do not view them in as much of 
a negative way as they might have  in 
previous years.

“I would say there are definitely 
swimmers across the field. All have 
those types of connection with each 
other just because the swimming 
community is a small community 
and everyone knows everyone and 
like we can all relate. So I would say 
I’m definitely close to some people on 
other teams and we definitely have this 
connection” said Hoerner.  

She likes the connection that the 

swimmers share, and believes that that 
is why she can’t find any room for hate 
when it comes to Grand Ledge.

 Said Troutman,“We all have our 
misconceptions about people but for 
Grand Ledge, oh I don’t know they’re 
fine. They all work hard and they’re 
all good athletes, and as a team, we 
probably do have our yanno, ‘ah we 
hate them’, but no one actually feels that 
way about them individually...They’re a 
good team, just like us, and they work 
hard just like us.”

Isabel abdouch 
STAFF WRITER

brennan long
STAFF WRITER

Photo by Isabel Abdouch
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The stadium was filled with 
thousands of  people,  and the 
stands glistened with the unison 
of blue t-shirts. Many celebrities 
like Marshmallow and Charlie 
Puth performed. Each state’s teams 
delegations were introduced, and 
they walked onto the field one by one. 

The Olympic silver gauntlet laid 
above the athletes, lit up by a sudden 
flame.  

In July, the national Special 
Olympics USA Games were held 
in Seattle in early 
July of this summer. 
The ten members of 
the team Holt High 
School Project Unify 
were among those 
who walked out onto 
the Husky Stadium 
field. 

Paraprofessional Sally Meade was 
the coordinator for the team that 
represented Holt and she had a lot of 
enthusiasm for the positive attitude 
that everyone had. 

Mitchell Johnson, a 2018 Holt 
graduate, represented the team along 
with junior Jake Fluke, senior Morgan 
Rockwell, and senior Josh Swenson. 
Bryce Moore, a junior, is a student 
at Mason High School, and they all 
dedicated their time to the program. 

Project Unify had been around 
for a while, and it involved a lot of 
teamwork. In order to cover all of the 
funds for  the teams expensenses, 
they had to do a lot of fundraising 
prior to the trip. 

 When asked what the word team 
meant to him Swenson said, “it 
means unity.” 

  There were five special needs 
students who attend or previously 
attended Holt High School who were 
also athletes for the games. 

Between the athletes and their 
partners, they all were ready to form 
a team together. 

At first, there was a different feel 
of the team compared to the end. 
Fluke said 

“You don’t really get paired off. It 
was like a team thing, so you just got 
to get to know everybody.” When it 
came to working together, they all 
had found their place with each other. 
There was a larger difference in how 
they portrayed themselves in the end. 

Swenson said, “It’s a little awkward 
at first...after a while, you get to know 
them and you get to know how easy 
it is to talk to them.” 

As the team worked very hard to 
prepare, they were ready to compete 
in Seattle. They had spent a week 
there to play Flag Football. The 
dynamic of the team grew and the 
teammates knew the bond that they 
started to have.

 “...We knew everyone’s strengths 
and weaknesses...knew what people 
were good at physically,” said 
Rockwell. Another member of the 
team, Moore, agreed.

“...It was cool how it wasn’t just 
partners scoring the whole time it 
was cohesive and together,” Moore 
said. 

With the gold medal in mind, 
the team all also got to share an 

experience together. Several students 
agreed that their relationship with 
each other became stronger and that 
pushed them into the win. By the end 
of the week, the bond was tight.

 “Our relationship became strong 
and I think that’s a big part of why we 
won the gold,” said Johnson.  

On the first day, the team played 
the teams from Minnesota and 
Arizona. Teams with Florida and 
Arkansas were on the second day. 
With the last day of  Flag Football, 
they competed against Arkansas 
again. The final score was 18 to 
12, and everyone on the team was 
ecstatic. 

There was an illuminating glow 
that ran around the Holt team 
when they won the gold in flag 
football. 

In retrospect, the athletes 
showed the country that the typical 
stereotypes associated with special 
needs students could be broken. 
 Fluke said, “People tend to assume 

that they aren’t really good at sports, 
but there are some pretty athletic kids 
who were there.” 

Johnson said he often gets 
questioned, like many of the partners 
of the athletes do, if they are the ones 
who did the majority of the leg work.  

 “That’s not the case,” Johnson said. 
“Many of our athletes are very high 
functioning and are really good at the 
sport they do.” 

They competed for the win 
together, and the Holt team brought 
the bond home with them.  

Said Moore, “...It was cohesive and 
together. Everyone played equally, 
and it was more about trying to have 
an experience with the athletes that 
would never happen again.” 

At the end of the trip, there was a 
lot of time spent in order to show that 

Project Unify takes home gold in Seattle
How the Holt team ran together in order to win the gold in flag football at the Special Olympics

Abby ArsenAult
STAFF WRITER

the team was now a family. 
They, as a team, made a whole new 

path for the team who will compete 
in the games four years from now. 

According to Meade, Project Unify  
is even hoping to host a basketball 
tournament later in the year. 

In the meantime, the competitors 

are people who emerging athletes 
could look up to, and they can model 
their unity with good sportsmanship. 

For past team members, they 
mentioned how delighted they were. 

Said Johnson, “...I’m proud of 
them for everything they have 
accomplished this year and [I hope 
they] keep up the good work.” 

Photo by Sally Meade

The Project Unify team represents Holt in Washington. The lanyards hold 
individial pins from each state that the competitors traded each other for. 

Our relationship became strong, and 
I think that’s a big part of why we won 
gold. 
“
”

Source: specialolympics.org
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As the sun sets over the 
field, the smell of concessions 
fills the air. The stadium lights 
warm up, ready to shine down 
on fans as they fill the bleachers 
awaiting the upcoming game. 

However, the football players 
aren’t the only athletes eager 
to perform. Three rows of 
cheerleaders fill up part of the 
track surrounding the field, 
ready to excite the crowd.  

Among the girls stand two 
boys in the back row, who are 
also a part of the Holt varsity 
cheerleading team.  

Junior Mason Cordell and 
sophomore Jonah Rodriguez 
are helping to pave a new path 
in the history of cheerleading 
at the school, along with 
freshman Carter Pham, who 
is on the junior varsity team.  

In 2015, 2016 grad LJ Holmes 
was the first boy to join the 
cheerleading team in the 

recent history of Holt athletics.  
T h i s  o p e n e d  u p  m a n y 
possibilities for the future of 
the sport, since cheerleading 
is widely accepted as a female-
dominated activity. 

In 2017, Cordell was the first 
male to join the team, since’s 
Holmes’ graduation in 2016.  
He went into it with very few 
expectations, since he wasn’t 
sure what the sport was like.

“I’ve been told a little bit 
about it because my mom had 
some cheer friends in college...
but I didn’t really know what it 
entailed,” said Cordell. 

This change also affects the 
girls on the team, since they 
have had to transition from an 
all-girl to a co-ed sport. 

“Going into it, I thought it 
was going to be really awkward 
and weird. Now, they’re just 
one of the guys, and it doesn’t 
matter,” said sophomore Olivia 
Bondi, who is on the team with 
Cordell and Rodriguez this 
season. 

The addition of the male 

athletes also allows the team 
more opportunities when it 
comes to the skills they are 
able to perform. 

“As a team, we can do more 
stuff. Stunting and tumbling 
is more advanced, and they 
just bring a really positive vibe 
to practices… I’m really glad 
they are on the team. They’re 
super fun to watch at games, 
and the crowd loves to watch 
them, too,” said senior Katelyn 
Habetler. 

H o w e v e r ,  a  f e w 
complications have arisen 
from the transition. The 
athletes have been faced with 
stereotypes surrounding their 
involvement in a female-
dominated sport. 

“There was a time period 
where it was hard for me, 
because everybody really 
thought I was gay… and it was 
just a gay sport,” said Cordell.

This tends to be what people 
first think about when they 
hear that a boy is doing 
cheerleading.  Since it is 
known to be a feminine sport, 
most boys get stereotyped 
when they join. 

How e v e r,  t h e  at h l e t e s 
believe there is a lot more to 
cheerleading than what meets 
the eye and that it actually 
isn’t much different than other 

Athletes pave a new path in history
The cheerleading team welcomes boys and introduces a new co-ed sport to Holt

sports.
“I really don’t think people 

understand how hard it is… 
the injuries are the same, if 
not worse, than other sports, 
and our coaches work us really 
hard,” said Cordell.

Freshman Carter Pham has 
run into a different stereotype 
that is present in the sport.

“Some people think that you 
have to be ultra masculine, 
super built, and buff.  I mean 
not necessarily. If you have 
the skill to do it, then go for it,” 
said Pham. 

Va r i s t y  c h e e r  c o a c h 
Gretchen Gibbs has also 
noticed stereotyping from 
outside of the team. However, 
she chooses to stay positive 
and keep the athletes working 
regardless of the negativity.

“It’s kind of disappointing, 
but I think we have to anticipate 
that, and we just do our best 
and let our work speak for 
ourselves,” said Gibbs.

Overall, the atmosphere is 
very positive on the team. 

Said Gibbs, “[The boys] look 
out for each other and the girls 
really look out for the boys… 
It’s all just a big family.”

(From left to right) Sophomore Jonah Rodriguez and junior Mason Cordell celebrate a touchdown by running 
with two Holt flags in front of the bleachers at the homecoming game on Sept. 21.

(From left to right) Seniors Taylor Foster and Katelyn Habetler cheer at the homecoming game. The boys stand 
in the back and yell through megaphones while the girls cheer towards the crowd.

Lauren Grasso
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