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 “I vape because the people 
that I surround myself with do.” page 12 & 13



SENIORS’ LAST SEASON

COMBINED HOCKEY TEAM

Being a senior, there are many lasts. Being a 
freshmen, there are many firsts. Seniors and 
freshmen share about their last and first fall 
sports seasons and the impact it had on their 
lives.

PROJECT LEAD THE WAY
As Project Lead the Way provides students 
with new hands-on projects and experiences, 
students get to learn more with engineering, 
creating meaningful opportunities.

FRESH FACES, FRESH STARTS

Rams Hockey has merged, joining up with 
players from area teams under the name the 
Marauders. Players from last year share their 
thoughts and how it will impact the season to 
come.

New basketball coaches share what they are 
excited for in their first season coaching new 
teams, and to see what the season will have to 
offer. 
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DIVERSITY CLUB

The Diversity club hopes to offer a judgement-
free zone, building a connection between our 
students, their cultures and opinions, and their 
school.
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Thoughts about 
vaping in

Senior 
Juan Ruiz

“WRONG”

“PRESSURED”

Senior 
Erica Finney

one word

“People do it to be cool, 
and it’s not.  It does 
nothing for you.”

Math teacher 
Joshua Jones

“DUMB”

“It’s illegal unless 
you’re 18, and it’s bad 
for your lungs.”

“Everyone does and 
it, and if you are at a 
friend’s house and they 
have one, they will say 
‘here, hit it’...”

Letter from the editors 
You hear it in the halls, and can’t go a day without seeing it. 

This isn’t a letter that is trying to tell you that vaping is bad, and illegal if 
you aren’t 18 years of age.  You know that.  The objective isn’t to rehash 
all the things you have heard before. That vaping damages your lungs and 
can create a life long addiction to nicotine. Nor is it to remind you that 
vaping started as an alternative to cigarettes.

We aren’t trying to tell you that vaping hasn’t been around long enough 
to see the long-term effects, so the risk you are taking, which we are sure 
is very calculated, is really a shot in the dark.

We aren’t trying to make you feel bad for ignoring the facts. We know 
what it’s like to live in “vape culture.” We live there, too. We know how easy 
it is to say “just this one time” or “it can’t be that bad for you.”

We understand that addiction is a real thing, and that this might have 
started as just a one time thing that turned into “I can’t quit.” This isn’t 
us trying to shame you, or tell you what is good or bad. 

You know.

We want to look at the culture that has evolved and see where change 
can ignite. 

We speak to you as teenagers because we feel the same pressure you 
do.  We end up at the same social events and see you in the halls every 
day.  This is a culture that we should not want to be a part of. We shouldn’t 
feel the need to be pressured to have a vape if our friends have one, or 
hit it if someone else does.

We are asking for a culture change.  We ask you to help us create a 
culture you would want your younger sibling growing up in, a culture in 
which others could feel safe and comfortable.  

Help us. Help us change the atmosphere.  Change it at school.  Change 
it at social events.  Change how you think about it.

Realize that vaping isn’t just vaping.  Vaping can result in lifelong issues, 
like that of addiction. Recognize that when you are giving your friend “just 
one hit,” or taking one yourself, it can turn into so much more than that.

Sincerely your editors,

Devin Anderson - Torrez            and         Alaina Houser Junior 
Libby Bleicher

“DESTRUCTIVE”
“It hurts people’s lungs 
and people waste their 
time doing it when they 
could be doing school 

work.”
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New year brings a new state governor

Roman SaRkiSov
STAFF WRITER

A couple of friends sit on a couch 
one evening. Laughter crowds the 
living room as the TV show pauses 
for commercials. 

“It’s time to fix the damn roads.” 
The friends imitate the funny 

scene and continue to laugh. As the 
joke wears out, they return to the TV 
screen. 

Governor-elect Gretchen Whitmer 
is set to take office on Jan. 1. The 
Democrat won the governor’s race 
against Republican candidate Bill 
Schuette by a spread of about 400,000 
votes. Whitmer was a member of the 
Michigan House of Representatives 
in 2006 before being elected to the 
Michigan Senate, on which she 
served for nine years, four as the 
Minority Leader. Now, Whitmer is 
excited to take office.

“Governor-elect  Whitmer is 
excited to get to work. There are a 
limited number of days between now 
and the inauguration, and right now 
she’s focused on building a strong 
foundation so she can hit the ground 
running on day one,” Whitmer’s 
transition office wrote in a response 
to an interview request. 

Whitmer made it clear during her 
campaign that one of her focuses was 
improving Michigan roads. She also 
discussed other topics of focus during 
her campaign such as education, 
health care, and the Flint water crisis.

“The Governor-elect has a clear 
set of priorities going into January 1, 
including fixing the roads, improving 
education and skills training, making 
health care more affordable, and 
cleaning up our drinking water,” the 
response continued. 

Those clear focuses were one of 
the reasons Whitmer was a popular 
choice. She ran on issues that many 
people in Michigan, like social 
studies teacher Hannah Cappelletti, 
could side with and get behind

“By the Michigan voters electing 
her as easily as she did win, I think 
that also sent a loud message that 
we want to get our roads fixed,” 
Cappelletti said.

The roads weren’t the only issue 
that stuck with voters. The Flint 
water crisis has been a problem since 
2014. What started with a couple boil 
advisories has led to thousands of 
homes without access to drinkable 
water.

“I believe that it’s great that 
Gretchen Whitmer ran on the 

Government teacher shares her opinion on the governor-elect
premise that all citizens have a 
human right to clean drinking water,” 
said Cappelletti. “I think that that’s 
definitely the message from all of 
Michiganders that we the people care 
about our Flint residents.”

Whitmer additionally introduced 
some proposals during her campaign 
t o  i mp rove  t h e  e d u cat i o n  i n 
Michigan. Her proposed policies 
include starting universal preschool 
and implementing two years of 
debt-free postsecondary education 
or skills training for teens after high 
school.

“Her philosophy is that we can 
help the most people by supporting 
public education, which is the best 
way to bring everybody up in society, 
to give everyone an equal footing 
and opportunity to hit the ground 

What will the change in our state 
government bring to our daily lives?

running when they graduate from 
high school,” said Cappelletti.

As for actually putting these 
policies in place, Whitmer is ready 
to cooperate with anyone to better 
the lives of Michiganders. Democrats 
have gained control of the Michigan 
House of Representatives this past 
election, while Republicans keep 
control of the Michigan Senate.

According to her transition 
team, Whitmer “has a real record 
of reaching across the aisle to solve 
problems. As governor, she’s ready 
to work with everyone who wants 
to get things done for the people of 
Michigan.”

Whitmer is going to need to 
work with the members of the state 
Congress to achieve her vision. There 
has to be a bipartisan effort.  If there 

is,  Capalletti noted, Whitmer is 
likelier to be effective in getting things 
done for Michiganders.

 “I think it’s going to depend 
on how well she works with the 
legislature,” said Cappelletti. “I like 
to see politicians who are willing 
to bend and willing to be moderate 
enough to get an improvement, even 
if it’s not exactly the perfect policy 
that they’re shooting for. If we can 
improve the situation overall, then 
a compromise is not a dirty word.”

Said Cappelletti, “she’s got some 
generalized policies that I think that 
any Michigan citizen would agree 
with. We can all agree that our roads 
can be improved. We can all agree 
that fresh water is a human right, 
so I think she will be effective. I’m 
excited.”

“The road conditions in 
Michigan will improve.”

“Whitmer will bring more 
awareness to women’s 
issues.”

“It doesn’t affect high 
schoolers as much as 
adults.”
Senior Nam Phan

Teacher Michelle Fulton

Senior Ryan Blackmer
Photo courtesy of Michigan Transition Office
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IN BRIEF

Debate makes history
The Holt debate team is league 

champion for the first time in 
school history. They advanced to 
the state debate tournament on 
Dec. 15. For anyone looking to 
join the forensics team, the first 
meeting is on Dec. 18.

 

Holiday celebrations 
Holiday spirit dress-up week is 

occurring the week before holiday 
break. Also, there will be a door 
decorating competition till Dec. 
19. The details on both of these will 
be posted up around the building.  
This year, holiday break starts 
on Dec. 24 and goes through to 
Jan. 4 for the traditional calendar 

schools.

Applications due Jan. 1
Regular decision college 

application deadline for most 
colleges is Jan. 1.  If you are 
applying, be sure to contact and 
schedule a meeting with Pierce 
Houston, the college advisor at 
the North Campus, before winter 
break. 

Wrestling wins
The wrestling team has been 

undefeated so far in their season.  
They earned first place at the 
Rochester Duals on Dec. 8. Senior 
wrestler Colby Deberry said he is 
excited for the team’s future.  “I’m 
going looking forward to showing 
everyone the progress the team 
has made since last year and all 
the memories that will follow,” said 
Deberry.  The team wrestles every 
Wednesday and weekend. 

Winter sports information
  To find out about all of the 

Holt winter sporting events and 
schedules, use this QR code, or 
search the link below: 

www.holtathletics.org

New club changes school atmosphere
Students start movement to share perspectives and bring acceptance

Members attended their first official Diversity Club meeting with advisor Karyn Hunt (center) on Dec. 3.  Smaller 
meetings have led up to this one, making this the largest attendance yet. 

Photo by Samantha BIrd

Samantha Bird
COPY EDITOR

Samantha Bird
COPY EDITORInfographic by Samantha Bird

“He was concerned that we 
were missing a voice,” said literacy 
specialist and Diversity Club advisor 
Karyn Hunt. 

That “he” was sophomore Angel 
Rosas. In his freshman year, Rosas 
attended a diversity conference 
at Michigan State University and 
noticed other schools in the area have 
clubs promoting student diversity.  
Rosas felt Holt was underrepresented 
in this area and took action. 

Rosas reached out to Hunt about 
the possibility of starting a similar 
club at Holt. With development in 
the works throughout the summer, 
the Holt Diversity Club emerged at 
the start of the 2018-19 school year. 

Rosas said he had a goal to build 
something where students could 
talk about their experiences and 
perspectives in a comfortable 
environment.

“It ’s  a  safe 
p l a c e  t o  b e , 
w h e r e  y o u 
can say your 
o p i n i o n s  o r 
anything and 
express yourself,” said Rosas. “I feel 
like I fit in somewhere.”

Sophomore Shiona Key, one of 
the group’s leaders, believes the 
environment of the club is anything 
but judgemental, and Diversity Club 
extends past racial borders.

“We say how we feel and listen to 
others opinions and not judge each 
other...for our skin tone or sexuality,” 
said Key. 

One of the reasons why students 
said they formed this club was to try 
and change the disconnect they felt 
existed among people in the school.

“We just don’t come together 
as a whole school. People don’t 
understand certain cultures”, said 
junior Jamiyah Kimbrough, another 
student leader. 

The group is student-led, but 
two teacher supporters attend the 
meetings: Hunt and social studies  
teacher  Rober t  D ozier.  Since 
the school has a small number 
of minorities represented in its 
instructional staff, Dozier said he 
wants more for the staff and the kids 
through Diversity Club. 

“My first goal is to bring awareness 
and get some identification for those 
within our school population that feel 
they aren’t represented,” said Dozier.

As a teacher, Hunt feels there 
needs to be more of a focus on 
understanding different identities 

in the classroom. She said the group 
needs to be student-led so people can 
learn from the students.

“There is so much I don’t know. 
Teach me. What are we doing 
wrong?” said Hunt. “We are missing 
a piece. There is a cultural mismatch 
in schools.”

Hunt said she hopes the meetings 
will persuade more adults in the 
school to join and listen.  Additional 

staff members have already started 
coming to meetings.  Hunt also hopes 
students will bring awareness of this 
cultural mismatch to administration. 

“I want the kids to feel more 
empowered and able to talk about 
things openly. And also, I want us, 
as a staff, to understand more about 
kids and what they need,” said Hunt.

Rosas said he wanted to stress that 
no matter their backgrounds or race, 
students go through many similar 
experiences—positive or negative. 

“We can come together and talk to 
each other about everything that goes 
on and what we want to change in the 
school itself or in our community,” 
Rosas said. 

Even with the positive atmosphere, 
Rosas said there are people who don’t 
want to attend meetings because they 
don’t believe that change can, and 
will, occur in the school. He believes 
something different. 

“If we all come together, and we 

really want something to change, we 
can. We will make it happen,” said 
Rosas. 

With Diversity Club being student 
led, Dozier said raising awareness to 
these issues is even more possible.

“Any revolution,  i f  you pay 
attention to history, and I mean 
any change, the young have done 
the work. The young have to realize 
that the responsibility lies on their 
shoulders,” said Dozier. “They bring 
fresh new ideas.”

The first event the Diversity 
Club hosted was a group viewing 
of the   film “The Hate U Give.”  
After advertising the event to every 
student, the theater was sold out 
for the showing. The next day, 75 
students participated in a discussion 
in the library led by a speaker from 
Michigan State University.  He 
managed to get students to open up 
about their experiences and connect 
to the movie.  

After these events, Hunt and 
Dozier said the students were excited 
and engaged. Dozier said this brings 
him hope for the future. 

“We need to recognize that 
this community is changing, and 
therefore, our school community is 
changing,” said Dozier.

The Diversity Club has more ideas 
underway and has collaborated 
with and gained support from other 
groups about other social learning 
events.   

The club started out slowly, 
but now, they are gaining more 
momentum. The group meets 
every Monday around 3 pm.  The 
students said anyone and everyone 
is welcome.  

Said Rosas, “That’s the biggest 
thing I want to get to people. We are 
all human at the end of the day.”

SOURCE: Skyward

We can come together and talk to 
each other about...what we want to 
change in the school itself or in our 
community.

“
”
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RAMPARTS

Go Time has been used in many 
different ways since it was first 
implemented. Most recently, it has 
involved a PowerPoint or video 
that takes about five minutes, with 
maybe a few nuggets of helpful 
information, and then back to 
class time. For most students, this 
probably sounds familiar. Some 
teachers skip Go Time altogether 
and use it as additional class time. 

Go Time has changed over the 
years and to many teachers and 
students, the goal of Go Time is 
unclear. Faculty members have 
worked to try to make Go Time 
a beneficial time for the whole 
school. but there still seems to be 
a lack of shared vision. Those who 
plan the lessons likely have a clear 
goal in mind, but it seems that goal 
is often lost in translation from the 
lesson planner to the teachers to the 
students, or isn’t translated at all.

What is taught and for what 
purpose changes every Go Time. This 
leads to confusion and frustration 
for students and teachers and poses 
the question “What is the goal of 
Go Time?”. The main categories 
that Go Time lesson tend to fit into 

Our View

Go Time lacks consistency 
With a clear goal, Go Time could be more effective 

Cartoon by Ayden Soupal 

are encouraging better citizenship, 
addressing a school wide issue, or 
self reflecting. time such as working 
on portfolio presentations. These 
themes are all important, but when 
students and staff never know what 
to expect or how to teach a lesson, 
it’s hard to maintain engagement. 

GoTime has the potential to be a 
program that encourages students 
to set a vision for themselves, 
academically  and personally. 
With a more clear outline of what 
the goal of Go Time is, students 
would be able take advantage of 
the time and find that Go Time is a 
beneficial part of their high school 
experience.  

Every grade could have specific 
goals and outlines that would help 
them navigate the traditional high 
school progression and allow them 
to prepare for their post secondary 
education plans.  

Starting freshman year, students 
could be guided through the process 
of goal setting for high school and 
beyond. This could include planning 
their schedule for the rest of high 
school and beginning to consider 
post-secondary education plans. 

Portfolios could be reflective of these 
goals and have examples of the first 
steps they have taken towards them. 

Sophomore year could be a time 
to continue refining their goals 
and get more exposure to different 
career paths. Guest speakers could 
be a great way for students to talk to 
professionals in a variety of fields. 

Junior year could be a time learn 
about how to start the application 
process for college and other 
programs. They could get ahead 
on scholarship opportunities or 
prepare for the SAT.  

Senior year could be a time to 
finish strong and find guidance 
through transitions. Go Time would 
be a time to reflect on the goals they 
set freshman year and get ready to 
take the next step.

Currently, Go Time is lost time for 
many students. 

Creating a more clear outline 
and a consistent implementation of 
Go Time would give Holt a unique 
program that could help create 
a more academic culture among 
students and set them up to have 
more success, as opposed to the 
current use of this time.

Freshman year
-Set academic and personal goals 
-Explore post-secondary education 

options

Sophomore year
-Get exposure to different career 

paths through guest speakers

Junior year
-Begin looking ahead to the 

application process
-SAT preparation 

Senior year
-Reflect on goals set freshman year
-Receive guidance for the upcoming 

transitions

A clear and consistent Go Time



CORRECTIONS

SPEAK UP

TWITTER

Does Challenge Day make a difference in 
the school environment?

“Yes because I think it’s really eye-opening 
and people that do it, it makes them nicer 
and it opens up their hearts and minds.”

Senior Gabrielle Gubanche

“I think that it changed the people that 
were there and were trying make it better 
for everyone else around us, because what 
happends at Challenge Day honestly is life 
changing, and I wish that everyone in the 
school had the opportunity to do it.”
Senior Brooke Slater

“No, because Challenge Day is celebrated for 
one day, and then the other 364 days of the 
year, people are still rude.”

Junior Mya Gamet

Sophomore Adam Russell

“I feel like in a way, it has a little bit, but I feel 
like overall, not everybody does their part to 
change.”

“Yes, because it opended up a huge group 
of teachers’ and adults’ eyes because we all 
shared things that we normally wouldn’t and 
we found all people we could relate to in some 
way.”
Freshman Laney Soupal

OPINION
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Do students become the change?
More participation means a greater chance for change

Cartoon by: Chloe Mayes

Chloe Mayes
STAFF WRITER

Ramparts is committed to printing news that is both 
informative and accurate.  If we get it wrong, we want to put 
it right.  If you are aware of any errors of fact in our reporting, 
please contact us in room E221 or send an e-mail to 
rampartsnewspaper@gmail.com

“Be the change you wish to see in 
the world.” 

This saying has stuck with me since 
freshman year. Challenge Day has 
given me a new perspective on other 
people’s lives and the way we treat 
each other. Someone can be walking 
around with a lot on their plate, then 
maybe someone says something 
hurtful, they could potentially harm 
others or themselves. Challenge Day 
has taught me to treat others with 
the same respect that I would expect 
for myself. 

There are many lessons that you 
can learn from this experience, and 
that is why I believe that everyone 
should get the chance to experience 
Challenge Day in their high school 
career. 

Challenge Day is a day where 
roughly 100 students and 25 to 30 
adults come together and help each 
other heal and have fun. This is a 
day where we can step out of our 
comfort zone, drop the waterline, and 
get real. When you first step into the 
gym, there are many adults and teen 
leaders greeting you with high fives, 
big smiles and lots of enthusiasm as 
you go awkwardly to a seat in a large 
circle in the center. The Challenge 
Day leaders then tell you to notice 
how you feel. Some people will feel 

really awkward, or some people will 
be excited.

 The first part of the day, you will 
play icebreaker games, get to know 
people you may have never talked to 
before, and most importantly, have 
fun. You then come together to talk 
about the stereotypes of being a man 
and a woman. Like that men are not 
supposed to cry and ladies are not 
supposed to be tough. They call those 
stereotypes the “be a lady flower” and 
the “be a man box.”

 The second part of the day you get 
into small “family” groups and have 
more serious conversations. In those 
small groups, you may feel awkward 
or like you don’t know anyone, but 
they have more fun icebreaker games 
or questions for the small group. At 
the end of the day, you will feel really 
close to the small group that you were 
placed in. 

Finally, at the end of the day, the 
Challenge Day leaders open the 
microphone to people who want to 
say how they are going to make the 
change in their school. It is also open 
to people to make apologies to others  
in the room who they have hurt 
before, or even to give appreciation 
to someone in the room, such as a 
teacher or a student. Then the day 
ends with you signing a big sheet of 
paper vowing that you will make the 
change.

Sadly, the costs of Challenge Day 
can make it difficult to put on. The 
whole day can cost about up to 
$5,000. This day is not sponsored 
by the school. Fundraising efforts 

are led by former Holt teacher and 
current Hope Middle School Dean of 
Students  Joann Weil, with supoort 
coming from the annual haunted 
house and the high school talent 
show, to name a few. If we had more 
donations or fundraising, there could 
be an opportunity to have more 
Challenge Days.

Challenge Day even used to be 
more than one day, but in the past 
couple years, one day was all that 
could be afforeded. When we had 
two days, there was more of an effect 
,since there were more students 
involved in it. With more involvement, 
there is a better impact on the school 
environment. 

The school environment can’t 
change if only 150 kids out of the 
whole school participate. While 
Challenge Day does make an impact 
in the school environment, the effects 
of this day don’t last that long. Some 
people who participated in challenge 
day don’t put forth that change. I feel 
if we want to make a lasting effect on 
the school environment, more than 
one day of Challenge Day has to be 
offered.

Challenge Day is such an amazing 
experience and I wish more people 
had the chance to be a part of it. We 
have enough students  who want 
to do Challenge Day to give it much 
more of an impact.

I am really thankful that I have 
gotten to experience this day 
throughout high school. Challenge 
Day has made such an impact on me, 
and I really hope others feel the same.
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Yearbook Order Form 
  Orders are due by Friday, December 21: $70.00.

  In-school order:  (use one order form for each book ordered) please print:

  Student Name __________________________ Grade _______  Phone: 
__________

  Please make check or money order payable to Holt High School and send     

  this form to:  Michelle Fulton, Yearbook Adviser, 5885 W. Holt Road, Holt, MI 

  48842 or send to school with your student.

  On-Line Yearbook Ordering:  Order online through Herff Jones at 

  www.yearbookordercenter.com, and use entry number 3904. 

 

Have you ordered 
your yearbook?

$70 orders are due 
FRIDAY, 

DECEMBER 21!

This is your FINAL 
CHANCE to order 
your copy of the 

2018-19 Rampages 
Yearbook
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Local podcast meets the community, one member at a time
David Hornak and John Hayhoe interview someone in the community each week 

As the two speakers wrap up the 
podcast, they turn on the music, 
turn the microphone down, and 
then click off. 

“Talk with Us Tuesdays” is a 
podcast created by community leader 
John Hayhoe and Superintendent 
David Hornak to get to know and 
update the community members in 
the Holt and Dimondale area. 

In 2016, Hornak and Hayhoe 
came up with the idea to interview 
leaders in the community, and 
to give updates about what is 
going on so that other community 
members could keep up with timely 
information. 

While Hornak and Hayhoe do the 
podcast, they have a routine that they 
always follow to keep consistency 
between the castings, and on Oct. 29, 
the hundredth podcast was recorded 
and with that, more podcasts are still 
to come. For two years, the podcast 
h a s  b e e n 
going, even 
t h o u g h 
there have 
been some 
o f f  w e e k s 
when there 
have been 
no castings. 

“[The podcast] is tiring, but I am 
already looking toward two-three 
hundred castings. Also, we were not 
sure what we were really getting into 
when we started,” said Hayhoe. 

Even though they have to balance 
work and other issues, Hornak and 
Hayhoe try to record almost every 
Monday, so they can post the podcast 
on Tuesday. 

However, it does not always work 
out, since setting up and launching 
the podcast takes time and a variety 
of computer programs.

“The infrastructure behind the 
podcast is that we use open source 
music to enter into the program, 
we record in a piece of software 
called Audacity, then we drop it in a 
publishing software called Podbean, 
and finally, I shorten the link using 
Bitly. That way [the podcast] is 
branded the right way, which is 
gohpspodcast,” said Hornak. 

Hornak works with the technical 
infrastructure for the podcast and 
Hayhoe works to bring in the guests 
that are going to be on the podcast. 

Together, they make sure to share 
information people want to hear, and 
while doing so, they have created a 
great friendship and the partnership 

they wanted.
“We are constantly  sharing 

important dates with the community. 
I don’t think we will ever stop. It is a 

wonderful partnership, 
but we cannot do it 
alone. It takes all of us,” 
said Hornak.                                                                                                                                         

The partnership for 
the podcast has allowed 
Hornak and Hayhoe to 
have many opportunities 
to grow their podcast.

 “We were on the Tim Barrons radio 
station, and about a year ago, we were 
invited onto WKAR In the Morning. 
Also, Fox Morning Blend hosted us,” 

said Hayhoe.
While they have gotten many 

different opportunities to be as broad 
as they can be, there are still many 
angles Hornak and Hayhoe plan to 
take to capture all the different pieces 
and parts of the local community.

Hayhoe said, “If we can bring 
in, not only the leaders in the 
community, but everybody, then 
people will listen to the next podcast, 
and then they become our partners, 
because together is better.” 

Superintendent David Hornak and community leader John Hayhoe prepare  to record their podcast. Some 
days, they record by themselves, and other days, they have a guest joining them to talk to the community.

Jami Sailer

aSSiStant Copy editor

Truly, what makes this community special is 
that we have a wonderful relationship with the 
school and the community and we have lived 
by the motto ‘together is better.’  We cannot do 
it alone.

“
”

Photo by Jami Sailer

Holt Schools
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@holtpublic

@holtpublicsch
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Project Lead the Way gives students 
hands-on learning experiences

[We are] not only just making them aware 
of the different options they have within 
engineering, but also teach them basic 
engineering skills, even if they don’t go to 
college and major in engineering. 

“
”

Leading 
Them 

Senior Nick Hahn presents his Powerpoint to the panel of engineers alongside groupmates, as classmates watch.

Ines TomIc
STAFF WRITER

The sound of the 3D printers 
carries around the room, while 
the roar of students start to come 
together and put their brain into gear 
as they think of projects to change the 
world. This is Project Lead the Way, 
a course offered at the high school.

P r o j e c t  L e a d  t h e  W a y  i s 
a nationwide learning program 
that offers many areas of study to 
students to help prepare them for 
the real world, including classes in 
Computer Science, Engineering, and 
Biomedical Science. The high school 
offers engineering classes, led by 
science teachers Stephen Potter and 
Lisa Weise. 

Potter and Weise alternate in 
teaching the students, so they 
manage to know them very well by 
the end of the third year.

“We’re following this cohort of 
kids as they learn all these things so 
that in year three, we know 
them really well, and when 
they are doing their projects, 
we have a lot of background 
information about what they 
care about and what they 
know,” said Weise.

The course teaches students 
all about engineering so that 
by their third year, they get to 
be on the path to solving a real-world 
problem they are passionate about, 
in a project they work on their entire 
third year. 

It all came into effect three years 
ago when  former administrator, 
Anne Coe, wrote a grant for the 
program to be put into place.

“We are in the third year of a 
$34,000 grant from GM to be used to 
put the engineering strand of PLTW 
in place,” said Weise.

Using this, the class has been 
a success for three years and is 
now finishing out the grant. The 
high school only offers a few 
courses in the engineering branch. 
However, there are nine total courses 
nationwide, including different kinds 
of engineering, such as aerospace 
and civil.

This nationwide program provides 
a hands-on chance for students to 
learn more about engineering, while 
providing them with a new thinking 
process, and showing them the uses 
of engineering in different situations.

It helps students to learn more 
about the real world, and shows them 
tools that, even if they don’t use them, 

could help them in life.
“[We are] not only just making 

them aware of the different options 

they have within engineering, but 
also teaching them basic engineering 
skills, even if they don’t go to college 
and major in engineering,” said 
Potter. 

The entire program includes 
different areas where students can 
learn about other fields, but here 
at the high school, it is focused on 
engineering.

Students start the class their 
sophomore year with the same 
people they will end the class with 
their senior year. The class has been 
going on for three years now at the 
high school, with the current seniors 

b eing the 
first to go 
t h r o u g h 
a l l  t h r e e 
classes. 

The first 
year of the 
p r o g r a m , 
c a l l e d 

Introduction to Engineering and 
Design, is done similarly at the 
high school as it is throughout the 
nation. Students learn about the 

basic process of engineering using 
computer-aided design, or CAD, 
where they also design and create 
new things in groups.

“Some sections really kind of work 
alone cause they are drawing things 
in CAD. But there are still group 
projects where they draw separate 
parts that are assembled together,” 
said Weise.

As students go further into the 
program, the second year is focused 
on individual parts of engineering 
called Principles of Engineering. 
The class incorporates subjects 
more normally taught at the high 
school like math and science, while 
also teaching students about skills 
in engineering. They take a more 
in-depth look at engineering while 
learning more about physics and 
chemistry. 

“We do a little bit with mechanical 
engineering, electrical engineering, 
a n d  t h e n  w e  d o  c o m p u t e r 
programing, and while doing that, 
we learn a lot of physics and a lot of 
chemistry,” said Potter.

In the third year, called Engineering 

Development and Design, students 
begin to  focus on real-world 
problems that they care about and 
look deeper into what they could do 
with engineering in order to solve 
those problems. After students have 
conducted a plan, they present their 
solution to a panel of engineers 
who then provide feedback and 
ask for details about their problem. 
This project is called a legacy type 
project because students get to 
use engineering to actually solve a 
current problem. 

Many factors of the program at 
the high school are similar to how 
the nationwide class is conducted, 
such as the three topics that are 
taught, Intro to Engineering and 
Design, Principles of Engineering, 
and Engineering Development and 
Design. Although when it comes 
to the nationwide aspect, there are 
many other detailed engineering 
courses that are taught.

Weise said, “it’s a really interesting 
curriculum cause they actually get to 
use engineering to solve a problem 
they care about.”

      Intro to Engineering and Design

Junior year, students focus on the individual parts of 
engineering, such as mechanical, electrical, and computer 
programming, with physics and chemistry. Students have 
many chances to work together, which they can check their 
work. 

         Principles of Engineering
  Year    1   Year     2

Sophomore year, students get introduced to the basics of engineering 
through the use of computer-aided design, or CAD. Many times 
students work alone. but they also work in groups to design and create 
new things.

THERE
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“Just the fact that the class is all about 
engineering, and I don’t think there’s any 
other class here that takes all the different 
aspects of it.”

Freshman Valerie Proebstle

What is your favorite 
part of the class?

“You aren’t just sitting taking notes about 
things you aren’t gonna have to use. So we 
take notes and we learn stuff about things, 
and then we actually put it into action.”

Junior Steven Levra 

“It’s a lot different than most classes, a 
lot more hands on and figuring things out 
as you go.”

Senior Chloe Scholten

 Engineering Development and Design

Senior year, students spend the entire year researching about a real world problem that they 
are passionate about. Then they figure out solutions using engineering to solve that problem. 
Students work together in groups that were decided using personality tests.

  Year     3

Photos by Ines Tomic
--

Seniors Christian Giggy and Juan Ruiz-Ortiz listen and engage with the panel of engineers, for they just finished presenting their project Powerpoint.    
As part of their last year in Project Lead the Way, students work on one project throughout the whole year.

The panel of engineers responds at the end of groups’ presentations, 
giving advice and asking more information about their projects. The 
engineers visited Nov. 20, and will come again in January.

Engineers pay attention as groups of seniors present their projects, to 
gain advice and information from the panel.  They take notes and report 
out their thoughts at the end of each group’s presentation.
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“It’s a surprise if 
An inside look at students who choose to vape 
and what the administration is doing about it

Juliann Dormer
STAFF WRITER

I think, right now, it is one of the most 
significant adolescent issues.
“

”

lauren Grasso
COPY EDITOR

truthinitiative.org

Students walk in and take their 
seats for the hour. One student in 
particular sits towards the back of 
the room. No one thinks otherwise. 
Learning resumes as usual. 

The student in the back wears 
long sleeves and seems to constantly 
hold one arm near their face. A 
friend sitting behind you taps your 
shoulder, and you turn around. In 
your peripheral vision, you see a 
small cloud of smoke slowly dissipate 
from their wrist, vanishing within 
seconds into the air surrounding 
them.

A small metal device has become 
a topic of discourse 
for adults and their 
c h i l d r e n  w h o  a r e 
choosing to ingest the 
vapor solution found 
in electronic cigarettes, 
a habit more commonly 
referred to as vaping. 

Vaping is a relatively recent trend 
that has piqued the interest of 
young adults in particular. For high 
school students, this is no exception. 
According to the American Cancer 
Society, E-cigarette use increased 
by 78 percent from 2017 to 2018; this 
estimates that roughly 20.8% of high 
school students vape. 

Multiple students discussed their 
interactions with the device and their 
peers’ entanglement with them.

“I feel like it’s a problem. It gets 
a lot of kids wrapped up in things 
they shouldn’t be involved in,” said 
sophomore Avr Murray. “Teenagers 
are being introduced to adult 
problems that they aren’t ready to 
handle yet at a young age.”

 In general, one person’s decision 
to vape does not always impact 
others, since many people choose 
to do it in private. Regardless, not all 
young adults today are completely 
on board with the portable smoking 
devices.

“I personally don’t mind. If they 
want to do it, that’s on them,” said 
senior Isaiah Scruggs. 

“I just wish they wouldn’t do it in 
public because some people have 
issues with their respiratory system. 
It’s disrespectful.” 

Those who have preexisting 
conditions are especially affected, 
even in their everyday learning 

environment.
“A lot of people [are vaping], 

especially in the bathrooms,” said 
freshman Karley Simmel. 

“For me, I have a problem in my 
lungs. The smoke gets congested. I’m 
allergic to it. It’s not something that’s 
good for me to be around.” 

Health effects aside, the popularity 
of vaping can impact those who 
are not necessarily interested in 
the habit. Peer pressure to try new 

substances has been an ongoing 
matter for generations, and it is no 
different when it comes to vaping. 

“ Yes,  absolutely 
[I’ve felt pressured 
to vape].” said senior 
Zoë Rickman. “People 
are like ‘come on, do 
it’, but I don’t want 
to [vape]... It’s very 
harmful.” 

Senior Jen Malone* 
feels pressure to fit in 
and chooses to vape 
because of it.

“I vape because the 
people that I surround 
myself with all do it, 
and so it’s kind of like 
being pressured into it 
because... you want to 
fit in and you don’t want them to force 
you to do it,” said Malone. “My friends 
[would] get mad at me for using theirs 

all of the time, [so I bought 
my own vape].”

 Addiction is a likely 
effect one has to face when 
choosing to vape, but for 
some, it may be a choice 
of picking between their 

own bad vices.
“It’s been four years since I’ve 

smoked cigarettes... my friends [had 
their own vapes], instead of using 
theirs I decided to get myself one,” 
said senior *Mark Wimble. “I don’t 
worry about it, because there are ten 
million other things that’ll kill me 
before this does.” 

S o m e  w h o  c h o o s e  t o  v a p e 
may understand the potential 
consequences but continue due to 

addiction or outside influences. Since 
it is a new trend, there is minimal 
research on the lifelong effects of 

vaping, which makes it hard to 
influence users to stop. 

“I think it’s really easy to worry 
about  [addiction]  because as 
teenagers, we’re not really educated 
on the short term and long term 
effects that it has on our body, so we 
don’t really know if it hurts us, or can 
hurt us in the long run,” said Malone. 

The popularity of vaping has 
overwhelmed many area schools, 
with students, parents, and faculty 
all seeing the effects.

“I don’t think many people are 
surprised [about me vaping]... 
because a majority of the kids at our 
school and other schools do it, so it’s 
not really a surprise.” said Malone. 
“It’s a surprise if you don’t have [a 
vape].” 

Vaping has become such a norm 
in schools that the problem is 

increasingly hard to combat for 
teachers and parents. A recent 
Ramparts Twitter poll asked students 

a n d  c o m m u n i t y 
m e m b e r s  i f  t h e y 
either vape or know 
someone who has. As 
of Nov. 29, 41 of 48 
respondents revealed 
they knew someone 
who partakes in the 
action or that they do 
it themselves.

 The popularity 
of the habit doesn’t 
help, making a vape 
relatively easy for 
students to get, use 
regularly, and hide 
f ro m  p a re nt s  a n d 
administration. 

“Getting hooked on it at such 
a young age, where something is 
consuming them so greatly, is very 
scary, especially how easy it is to 
get and how easy it is to hide from 
parents,” said varsity football coach 
and social studies teacher Chad Fulk. 
“You can see how it affects them 
physically. Mentally, I’ve seen kids 
that are super jittery and just can’t 
think about anything else but going 
to the bathroom to vape.” 

In addition to teachers who directly 
deal with the issue with students, 
administration is actively working 
towards solutions for students vaping 
in school. 

“We know more about it than [the 
parents] do because we’re dealing 
with it at school and we’re talking 
with kids, but for most parents, they 
don’t even know what it is,” said 

you don’t 
have one.”
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SPEAK UP

 What should the school do 
about vaping?

“The only way to completely stop it is by 
getting the government involved. Even then 
it’ll still spread so your best bet is making the 
consequence so harsh that those who do it 
have no choice other than to stop.”

Senior Mason Gill

 “If there are more rules, more people are 
going to break them anyways so I think 
having people aware of the issue and that it 
is it bad for them [would help].”

Junior Anna Johnson

“They already have it banned on school grounds, 
but I think they should try to enforce and let kids 
know the danger of vaping, other than just saying 
that it’s bad, because kids don’t know how it’s 
hurting [them].”

Sophomore Olivia Grasso

For more information, visit 
http://bit.do/eCBHV, or scan 
the QR code to the left. 

TWITTER

Willard. “It becomes that quick little 
buzz that they get and is something 
that they need on a constant basis,” 
said Principal Michael Willard. 

Vaping under the age of 18 is 
illegal, making the fact some parents 
are unaware of their teens’ smoking 
an even greater problem. According 
to Willard, administrators are doing 
what they can with the resources they 
have readily available. 

“I’m actually sending three people 
to a vaping conference on Dec. 5, 
because it’s a national trend,” said 
Willard. “We’ve moved to just flat 
out suspensions for even having a 
vaping pen at school, all the way to 
possession and distribution having 
more days. This is not something that 
is going to be tolerated in school and 
it’s not a joke. It moved from nothing 
to one of the biggest issues we’re 
dealing with--overnight almost.” 

Administration is also informing 
students of the consequences and 
risks that vaping can bring. Due to the 
addictive nature of vaping, however, 
it isn’t as simple as just punishing 
the student. 

“I think right now it is one of the 
most significant adolescent issues,” 
said Willard.

In response to the increase of 
students caught vaping on school 
grounds, staff  members agree 
something needs to be done. 

Said Fulk, “It’s one of these things 
where every kid thinks it’s the cool 
thing to do. But [we’re] not really sure 
why, how, or what to do to stop it.” 

* name was changed; student spoke on 
the condition of confidentiality

A popular trick when vaping is 

called “blowing O’s.” Pictured 

are these clouds of vapor.

Pictured above is a specific type vape called a Juul.
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Juliann Dormer
STAFF WRITER

Twins find their niche through art
 Students Hunter and Haleigh Mclain give insight to their eye-catching artwork 

Twins are a rarity alone, but an even greater rarity is when 
they both excell at their shared talent. 

Freshman Haleigh Mclain describes herself as shy, and 
more reserved. Her twin sister Hunter, on the other hand, 
describes herself as  “nice.”  Interestingly, both of their 
personalilities shine through their own individual art.

 The sisters started creating their work at a young age, 
influenced by their late grandfather, who was also an artist.

“I first started off by coloring, and then I found interest in 
flowers. That was my grandpa’s interest,” said Haleigh. “I got 
inspired by him. I loved it so much that I kept on doing it.”

 Both sisters claim the depiction of a realistic style of art 
is one of their go-to’s, but each has a unique twist to her 
creations. 

“I like to draw more realistic, and darker,” said Hunter. 
Hunter’s displayed art contains portraits and darker shades 
of color. Haleigh, on the other hand, goes a different route 
than her sister. 

“I like anime-type things,” said Haleigh. “I like to draw 
realistic most of the time, and I have just gotten into doing 
comics.”

Haleigh’s displayed art contains sceneries with hues of 
bright colors.

Both have expressed a personal sentiment towards art, 
striving to inspire others through their work. 

“I hope to accomplish, [by] the end of high school, to 
inspire others to do their own artwork,” said Hunter.

The duo sells their pieces across multiple social media 
platforms, ensuring it is quality work that they have pride in. 

“I sell my artwork that I’m proud of to the people who 
really want it,” said Haleigh. “Me and my sister really want 
to grow up to be [professional] artists.” 

And they just might. According to Science Trends, 
there is a 68 percent probability that identical twins who 
share a similar creative interest will also work in a similar 
profession. 

Professional artistry typically leaves interpretation up to 
the consumer, and can have a multitude of impressionable 
factors on each individual.

“I think [art] plays a big role because it inspires people,” 
said Hunter. 

Despite possible differing opinions,artists in society have 
the creative outlet to showcase themselves and their art 
any way they please.

“Some artists do it to get attention, and some do it 
because they love it [art]. I think it can go either way,” said 
Haleigh.

Said Haleigh, “The things I’ve been through, the things I 
paint really help me get through it.”

I hope to accomplish, [by] the 
end of high school, to inspire 
others to do their own artwork
“

”

Art by Hunter Mclain
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Art by Haleigh Mclain Art by Hunter Mclain



ENTERTAINMENT
DECEMBER 2018 HOLT HIGH SCHOOL RAMPARTS

16
Student finds success by lip-syncing
Senior Shayne Craft shares how he was able to obtain fame on Tik Tok

Four hundred dollars would take a student, earning Michigan’s $9.25 minimum wage, 40 
plus hours of work either at a restaurant, retail store, or through some sort of service. Senior 
Shayne Craft, however, earns this money a different way. For him, work begins by the pressing 
of a red “record” button.

Tik Tok originally started as “Douyin”, and was based in China in 2016. The following year, it was 
rebranded as “Tik Tok,” and expanded internationally. The app’s parent company, ByteDance, 
bought out a similar app called “musical.ly” for  over $1 billion, and the two apps merged which 
left the users of musical.ly distraught. But, ever since this merge, the app has exploded. After an 
increase in marketing, Tik Tok now has 500+ million users, which is equivalent to approximately 
1/15 of the world population. 

Craft, like other famed internet personalities, started off by downloading an app. It wasn’t 
Tik Tok, though. He started off by live streaming on an app called YouNow. On YouNow, the 
concept is simple: broadcast yourself doing whatever you’d like, and people are able to 
watch you as you stream it on the app. It’s easy enough, but Craft’s fascination 
with social media turned into a dream for a potential 
career.

“I very much do wanna have a social 
media career. A bunch of my friends, 
I know, have just recently 
went on tour, and I would 
very much like to go on 
tour and do meet-and-

greets 
a n d 

a l l  t h a t 
stuff. And, if I 

could get there one day, I’d 
actually be very happy with it,” 

said Craft.
When he first started on Tik Tok, Craft met 

other users who already had a following on the app. He then 
collaborated with these people, and would “duet” with them. In 
a “duet”, the app lets users post videos that play on the left side 

of another video simultaneously. Therefore, in a “duet”, two users are then a part of one video, 
and both of them can be tagged and gain exposure to the other’s followers. 

“I had multiple friends who were already big on there and they would do something called 
a duet. People would see it, be like, ‘Oh, hey, I like this guy. Guess we can follow him too,’  and 
then just keep posting more and more [and you’ll grow] everyday,” said Craft.

The featured selling point of the app is the ability to access a variety of songs or sound bytes, 
then create and record whatever you want to go along with them. The users with the most 
followers on the app, German twins Lisa & Lena, rose to fame by doing lip syncing and dancing 
videos. When deciding what to post to his 60,000 plus followers, Craft has a strategy on what 
sound bytes to choose.

“[Pick] newer songs you’d obviously wanna do, just for more ‘clout’ so to speak. You would 
wanna do, like, songs you would hear on 97.5 (FM), or 96.5 (FM). You wanna just to do more 
hyped, basic songs, and do a sound on that,” said Craft.

Unlike YouTube, Tik Tok does not have ads, which allows users to watch the videos without an 
advertisement beforehand. Instead of receiving compensation from advertisers, Tik Tok users 
receive electronic items called “Gifts.” When a user gains a certain amount of followers, they 
are able to live stream on the app, and other users can send them these “Gifts.” These can then 
be exchanged for money on PayPal, and then deposited to the users’ credit card. Viewers send 

Ayden SoupAl
ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR

“Gifts” in exchange for recognition by the user they’re giving to.
“It’s, more or less, to get the attention from someone that they are looking up to and inspired 

by. So, they wanna... get the attention of them. [When] someone sends gifts, it’s going to pop up 
on your screen and you’re gonna be, like, ‘Oh, thank you, so-and-so, for sending this,’” said Craft.

Craft aspires to be a content creator and social media personality, specifically on 
YouTube. He finds a lot of inspiration in internet personalities like 
Jake and Logan Paul, Tj Hunt, 
TheSuperCarSuspects, 
a n d  g a m i n g 

c h a n n e l s .  H e 
w o u l d  l i k e 
t o  c r e a t e  h i s 
ow n  c o nt e nt , 
s p e c i f i c a l l y 

l e a n i n g 

towards 
t h e 

comedic side.
Craft had some advice towards those wanting to 

“make it big.”
“Grind. Stay every day. Do it every day if [you don’t 

have a lot of followers], you wanna try and stay on top of it. Just try 
to do sounds that are featured, try and do the contests...and you might get on the “For You” page 
and glow up from there,” said Craft.

Craft realizes that these platforms may not be a guaranteed success. He plans to go to college 
and study social media, but in the meantime, Craft continues to make content with the goal to 
entertain and respects those who tune in.

Craft said, “Personally, I value my likes because the likes seem to be all the people who stay 
active...I appreciate people who come day-after-day to show support and...love watching me.”

Cartoon by Ayden Soupal
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Students celebrate holiday season differently
Students share what this time of year means to their families

do not participate in annual family 
traditions.  

“My family doesn’t really have any 
holiday traditions,” said sophomore 
Jason Fisher.

The holiday season opens up many 
more opportunities to participate in 
winter activities outdoors.  Junior 
Peyton Bruce likes to spend his time 
doing winter sports. 

“When it gets cold outside, I love 
to go skiing,” said Bruce.

While some people do sports, 
others partake in different outside 
activities.

 “We g o outside and bui ld 
snowmen. I don’t know why we do, 
but we have been doing it for some 
time,” said Woods.

Besides Christmas,  another 
religious holiday that is widely 
celebrated in many different ways is 
Hanukkah, a Jewish holiday.

“I celebrate Hanukkah by reciting 
prayers and lighting the number of 
candles on the menorah for each 
night.  We give and get gifts throughout 
the eight days of Hanukkah. We also 
go to our synagogue to listen to the 
story of Hanukkah and read our 
Torah. I go to the synagogue to hear 
lessons and stories from our Rabbi 
...I also make traditional Jewish 
dishes for the holiday. I go to friends’ 
houses to celebrate the night of 
Hanukkah and party,” said senior 
Andrew Ferdig.

Senior Adele Colson celebrates 
Hanukkah similar to Ferdig, but also 
spends time with younger kids in her 
family playing games that match their 
religious traditiions.

 “I celebrate Hanukkah with my 
family and Christmas with our 
extended family. During Hanukkah, 
we light a candle for eight crazy 
nights.  With younger kids, we will 
play the dreidel game for chocolate 
coins called gelt,” said senior Adele 
Colson.  

The eight nights combine eating 
lots of food with the celebration of 
night.

“We mostly eat a lot of fried food 
because that’s what Hanukkah is 

celebrating, along with it being the 
celebration of light.  We eat fried 
potato pancakes called latkes and 
donuts, or anything else fried,’ said 
Colson.

Colson’s family still acknowledges 
Christmas as a holiday, and does 
things on Christmas Eve to celebrate 
it.

 “A weird Jewish custom is on 
Christmas eve, many Jewish people 
eat Chinese food because of the 
acceptance of the American holiday,” 
said Colson. 

Many different traditions are 
celebrated during the holiday season, 
and Ferdig’s biggest takeaway is that 
all should be looked at as equal.

 “All people should know is that 
Hanukkah means something to the 
people who celebrate it just as their 
religious holiday does to them,” said 
Ferdig.  

The holidays are a special time 
for friends and family, and they are 
celebrated differently by everyone.

 “The holidays are all about 
spending time with family and 
getting to teach others about my 
own customs and celebrations,” said 
Colson. Senior Matthew Jezak and junior Ben Brand pose for a photo in front of 

a sunset after a day on the slopes on Dec. 8.

The holiday season is hallmarked 
for building snowmen, decorating 
Christmas trees, and opening gifts on 
Christmas day. But that isn’t all that 
students do.  

Whether it is celebrating a religion, 
or carrying on a tradition, students 
spend the holiday season many 
different ways.

People do many different things 
to celebrate this time of year. The 
activities and traditions celebrated 
during this time of year vary from not 
partaking in the holiday events, to 
doing all they can to make the season 
memorable.  

Everyone has a different idea of 
what the holidays are and what they 
mean. 

“The holidays for me, I guess, is just 
visiting my family and being around 
them and eating lots of food,” said 
junior Alaina Chuney.

Some families have many different 
holiday traditions that they celebrate 
in their household. Chuney gathers 
with her family on December 24 to 
open a present. A lot of families have 
the tradition of opening one or more 
gifts on Christmas Eve.

 “Normally on Christmas Eve 
w e  h a v e 
a  f a m i l y 
g a t h e r i n g 
a n d  e a c h 
o f  u s  g e t 
a  p re s e n t 
and we get 
t o  o p e n 
i t  b e f o r e 
Christmas,” said Chuney.

  One thing many families do is 
get together, no matter what holiday 
they are celebrating.  Sophomore 
Apprentice Woods, for example, goes 
to his grandma’s house.

 “Everyone goes to my grandma’s, 
where she goes crazy and buys all us 
kids gifts to open and the little kids 
buy stuff for Grandma… everyone 
laughs. It’s a fun time. We also build 
gingerbread houses with the little 
kids, and we make lots of food, and 
everyone has to bring a dish to the 
Christmas supper,” said Woods.

 Although lots of families have 
some holiday traditions, other 
families celebrate the holidays, but 

Photo courtesy of Matthew Jezak

Eli Smith
STAFF WRITER

Senior Andrew Ferdig (second to left), Forrest Colson (center) and Adele Colson (third to right) go with their 
youth group, Greater Lansing Temple Youth, to see Fiddler on the Roof on Dec 9.

The holidays are all about 
spending time with family 
and getting to teach others 
about my own customs and 
celebrations.

“
”



SPORTS
DECEMBER 2018 HOLT HIGH SCHOOL RAMPARTS

18
Where he is from, where he is going
Freshman athlete Jakari Conway shares how he has overcome difficult situations 

On the first day of basketball tryouts, 
the sound of balls dribbling, sneakers 
shuffling and whistles blowing 
vibrates through the gym.

 As the coach calls the players into a 
huddle to announce the first drill, the 
boys look around at the faces of their 
competition.

 Nerves begin to build as the players 
take to the court and begin their try 
out. Seniors, familiar with the drill, 
demonstrate and run smoothly down 
the court, passing the ball as they go.

 Running amidst them is freshman 
Jakari  Conway. Conway is passed the 
ball and plants his feet at the three-
point line. He shoots and the ball sails 
gracefully through the air and glides 
through the net. 

All nerves fade away and are 
replaced by an overwhelming feeling 
of excitement that can only come from 
doing what he loves most, playing 
basketball. 

Conway is the only freshman on 
the varsity basketball team 
this year and though his 
making varsity 
h a s  b e e n 
a  p r o u d 
m o m e n t 
f o r  h i m 

and his family, this achievement has not 
come without obstacles. 

Conway only 
recently moved 
t o t h e 
Lansing 
area, 

 
 

and began attending Holt schools at 
the beginning of his seventh-grade 
year. 

Before moving to Lansing, 
Conway was living in Flint. 

However, due to the water 
crisis and rough state of the 

community, his mother 
decided to relocate their 

family. 
“When we found out 

about the water crisis, 
we began buying water 

bottles to drink out of...
we changed our water 
company so our water 

was not coming out of 
the Flint River, but 
for a while, we had to 

shower using the water 
bottles. We would pour 

the water on a towel and 
do a hand wash. It was 

difficult, but we had 
to do it because the 

water was bad 
and we didn’t 
want it to affect 
us,” said Conway. 

Conway was 
nervous 

but happy to move, as the elementary 
school he was attending prior to 
coming to Holt was not a good 
environment for him and his younger 
sister, Nariyah, to grow up in.

“There was a lot of threatening, 
lockdowns, fights, floodings, and 
shootings, and my mom did not want 
me and my sister to experience that,” 
said Conway.

In the past, Flint has been categorized 
as one of the most dangerous cities in 
America. However, being Conway’s 
hometown, this generalization of Flint 
is sometimes hard to accept. 

“People say that Flint is one of the 
most dangerous cities, but no one 

does anything about it. It is hard to 
believe that [fact], knowing I was born 
and raised there, and it’s hard to have 
people say that about Flint, but at 
the same time, it’s kind of true,” said 
Conway.

In Holt, Conway has had success. 
He has made friends he believes have 
helped to improve his character and 

has also become active in sports 
including, football, basketball, 

and track. 
“When I used to live in Flint, 

during my elementary years, I 
was a totally different person. 
I used to always get in trouble 

and hang out with the 
wrong people, but once I 
moved to Holt, I got way 

better...I hang out with 
the right people now,” 
said Conway.

Although he is happy 
with his life in Holt 
and the friends he has 
made through school 
and sports,  when 
Conway moved away 
from his hometown, 
his  father  stayed 
behind. 

“It’s really tough, 
especially because I 
don’t get to see my 
dad every day. Other 
kids tell me things 
they do with their 
dads and it’s tough 
because I don’t see 

my dad that often, I 

only see him on game days or during 
breaks from school,” said Conway.

Despite living an hour away, 
his father works hard to make it 
to most of Conway’s games and 
supports him in whatever ways 
he can, including calling often to 
check up on him and supporting 
him in his basketball career.

A m o n g  h i s  t o p  s u p p o r t e r s, 
C o nway  i n c l u d e s  h i s  m o t h e r, 
Sharkira Cornelius. Cornelius is 
a hard-working, single mother 
of  t w o who,  despite  her  busy 
s c h e d u l e ,  s t i l l  m a n a g e s  t o 
attend every one of her son and 
daughter’s games.

  “ M y 
number one 
s u p p o r t e r 
i s  m y 
mom, most 
d e f i n i t e l y . 
S h e  i s 
a l w a y s 
there, she’s 
a t  e v e r y 

ga m e  e ve n  t h ou g h  s h e  w o rk s 
2 4 / 7 ,  a l l  d a y  e v e r y  d a y .  M y 
mom works at a rehab center in 
Sparrow and has another job at a 
nursing home, so she is working 
constantly. She barely gets days 
off...even on holidays. She is also 
going to LCC to get her nursing 
degree...working two jobs and 
going to school is really hard for 
her, but she works through it,” 
said Conway. 

Conway,  l ike  his  mother,  is 
a  v e r y  d r i v e n  a n d  m o t i v a t e d 
individual.  He credits  her  for 
inspiring him to work hard and 
never give up.

 As Conway str ives to reach 
his goals, he keeps his mother 
in mind. 

“She is so hard working, but 
still tries her best and is always 
there for me...Once I’m older, 
I  am hoping to make it  big in 
basketball so that I can help my 
mom so she won’t have to worry 
about the things she does,” said 
Conway. 

As he begins his first season 
on the varsity team, Conway is 
adjusting to more competitive 
play and is eager to keep working 
to improve his skills in basketball. 
As a freshman, he has more to 
learn and is ready to take on every 
obstacle thrown his way. 

“I  think that as a freshman, 
playing varsity will be hard, but 
overall it will help me because 
every year I will get better.” 

When I am on the court it is a whole 
different me, it is a whole different mood. 
When I am on the court it is a win or go 
home situation. I play like it is my last 
game.

“
”

korine brady
STAFF WRITER

Photo by: Korine Brady 
Photo edited by: Sean Curry
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MHSAA rolls out controversial rule
The MHSAA created new rule on shorts, but changed it just days after

As junior Sam Ammon gets ready 
for the season opener at Williamston, 
he puts on his uniform, rolls his 
shorts twice over, and heads out onto 
the court with his team, only to be 
told he has to unroll his shorts due 
to MHSAA’s new rule.

The Michigan High School Athletic 
Association (MHSAA), unveiled a 
new rule this year that restricted 
players from rolling their shorts, due 
to the exposed drawstrings creating 
a hazard to players and sometimes 
not complying with the restriction on 
logos.  There was negative feedback 
from some players about the rule as 
soon as it was put in place.

Players from Holt’s basketball 
t ea m  w e re  d i sap p o i nte d  a n d 
confused about the rule, Ammon 
was even led to making a tweet that 
went viral.

“I’m starting a petition against 
MHSAA on the shorts rolling rule 
if anyone wants to join,” tweeted 
Ammon, who didn’t think it would 
get as much attention as it did or have 
any effect on the rule.  

Although no further action was 
taken on the petition, because of 
the negative feedback about the rule 
across schools, it was soon changed.  
On Dec. 3, a week after Holt started 
their season, the MHSAA updated 
their Basketball Apparel Guide with 
the following statement on rolled 
shorts:

“Rolled waistbands are legal 

as long as there are no exposed 
drawstrings and comply with the 
restrictions on logos,” the handbook 
said.

Agitation from the rule sparked 
for multiple reasons.  Players roll 
their shorts so that they will fit better, 
because not all get their size and it is 
more comfortable to roll them up.

“The shorts that are provided for 
us are way too long, below our knees, 
and it is just more comfortable when 
they are rolled up,” said Ammon.  
Ammon’s opinion is agreed with by 
players from the girls basketball team 
as well, like junior Abby Rutledge, 
who feels when they aren’t rolled 
they are a distraction.

“I roll my shorts because I don’t 
like to have them touching my 
knees while I’m playing, it’s kind of 
a distraction,” said Rutledge.

Players have also rolled their 
shorts because it has turned into  
a trend. Rolling shorts can be seen 
from middle school to the NBA, as 
players lean towards wearing shorter 
shorts which used to be standard for 
basketball players to wear in the past.

“I roll my shorts for comfort and 
fashion,” said sophomore varsity 
basketball player Jacob Howard.

The players were unhappy when 
the rule was put in place and felt it 
was very unnecessary and excessive.

“I felt surprised and disappointed.  
I felt like the rule was unnecessary 
and pointless,” said Howard.

Rutledge shared views with 
Howard on how she felt about the 
rule, and wasn’t surprised when it 
was altered so quickly.

“I’m not surprised because, 
knowing how many people roll 
their shorts, I knew the rule most 
likely wouldn’t follow through,” said 
Rutledge.

Although the players were upset 
when the rule was rolled out, they 
could still see reasons as to why it 
was put in place.

“I think it was put in place because 
they thought the strings were a 
safety issue,” said Rutledge, who’s 
statement matches with the reasons 
given by MHSAA. These issues 
are still considered as part of the 
adjusted rule.

The adjusted rule now allows 
players to roll their shorts, but 

strings and logos cannot be shown 
to enforce safety and logo policies.

Although there are still restrictions, 
the players are happy that some 
change came.

Ammon said, “I’m very happy and 
it makes a lot more sense, because 
there is no good reason for them to 
tell us we can’t roll our shorts.” 

Junior Sam Ammon dribbles the ball, looking up for a pass during a game against the Everett Vikings on Dec 7.

Devin AnDerson-Torrez
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
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New coaches bring new perspective 
 Girls basketball coaches want players to “...be successful as human beings and basketball players”

With the winter athletic season 
underway, there is a new addition 
to the girls varsity basketball team. 

Cassie Kotlarczyk took the 
position of varsity coach, along with 
Lexi Kelly for junior varsity A team, 
and Christopher Cline for junior 
varsity B.

Along with her previous 
experience coaching the junior 
varsity team and playing basketball 
for years, Kotlarczyk brings a new 
perspective and attitude to the team 
that many players are eager to learn 
from.

“I think a lot of the girls will have 
a better connection to Cassie and 
they like her. She has a different 
outlook,” said junior Abbie Taylor.  

Not only are the players excited 
for the change, but all the coaches 
are looking forward to what the 
season brings. They each have a 
long history in basketball and see 
Holt as a place where they can 

continue their journey.
“...I love coaching, I love Holt, I 

love everything Holt has to offer 
and I want to build the program,” 
said Kotlarczyk.

The new coaching staff is focused 
on creating a change in the teams’ 
dynamic. They are looking to create 
an environment where the players 
can be open 
and enjoy 
playing, 
yet have a 
high level of 
competition.

“We have a 
lot of positive 
coaching and 
a positive 
environment, 
as I feel it was 
not in the past,” says Kelly.

The goal for the coaches is to 
expand the program, allowing   not 
only the players to grow, but the 
coaches, as well. They want to take 
the structure of what the program 
already was and build from it.

“Coach Harkema did a great job 
in building his program and we 
want to take his successes in his 

program, add our own spin, and 
accentuate those and grow from 
those,” said Kotlarczyk.   

One of the additions Kotlarczyk 
brings  is the sister program, in 
which the players on the varsity 
team will have a “little sister” from 
the Junior Rams girls basketball 
program. The younger players will 

be able to feel and see what it’s 
going to be like on the varsity team 
in a couple of years.

“We are more united as a 
program, and it’s not just varsity. 
It’s about all levels...we’ll have some 
Junior Rams come to our practices, 
so they get to see what they are 
going to experience when they get 
to high school,” said junior Maddie 

Cole.
Joining the team along with the 

coaches is a fresh crop of players. 
During tryouts this year, many 
underclassmen stood out. After the 
varsity team was formed, there were 
six underclassmen accompanying 
the nine upperclassmen. 

Although the team is younger 
than in years 
past, the 
players aren’t 
concerned 
about how the 
team is going to 
perform.

“With our 
team being 
younger, we are 
a little bit more 
inexperienced 

right now, but I think it’s going to 
pay off in long run because we’ll 
have a better team built,” said 
sophomore Ella Barker.

Although the team is young, 
Kotlarczyk believes that along with 
the competitiveness they already 
have, the coaching staff can build a 
mentality throughout the program 
to make all of the players tougher 

I have grown so much as being the hard-nosed coach 
that just wanted to win, to now thinking how can we 
grow and develop and empower... Doing that, I found 
out, my team is more successful and my players are 
more successful.

“

”

Delaney Darling
Staff Writer
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on and off the court. 
“... I want them to be strong, 

independent women who can 
dominate on the court,” said 
Kotlarczyk.

After taking the reins of the 
program, Kotlarczyk hopes to 
improve her coaching. She takes 
pride in her position as coach and 
wants to be the best she can be for 
the program.

“...Being able to step into a gym 
and have conversations and help 
influence young people and see 
how they grow as basketball players 
and as young adults is such a gift,” 
said Kotlarczyk. 

And while winning is always 
a primary goal for any coach, 
Kotlarczyk sees that her role means 
so much more.

“I have grown so much as being 
the hard-nosed coach that just 
wanted to win, to now thinking 
how can we grow and develop and  
empower you. Doing that, I found 
out, my team is more successful and 
my players are more successful.” 

The varsity girls basketball team huddles before the St. Johns game on Dec. 12 to discuss the game plan. Head coach Cassie Kotlarczyk watches a play develop. 

Photos by Brennan Long



Varsity girls’ head coach Cassie Kotlarczyk yells to her players from the sidelines at their home game against St. Johns on Dec. 12. 
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Lansing EverettDetroit Edison St. Johns

Total points: 

Total assists: 

Total rebounds:

Total blocks:

Final score: 

 48                           49                          43

  0                              4                            1

 16                           36                          18

   1                             5                            2

Girls Basketball 2018-19 Record

Junior Ana Mooney guards a St. Johns player during the Holt vs St. Johns 
basketball game on Dec. 12.

    48-51                     49-21                  43-52 


